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Blessing of Animals
Our Annual Blessing of
Animals will take
place at our 5 pm
Saturday service
October 10! Come and
bring your pets!

Social Ministry Projects

LEARN! As part of the learning opportunities
planned by Social Ministries, a speaker from
Interfaith Works will be coming to talk about
their work on Sunday, October 4th between
services at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary. Come and
learn about this charity and how they assist
within our community! We will also serve at
Interfaith Works in October...

SERVE! After learning about Interfaith Works we
have an opportunity to serve! On Saturday,
October 10 from 9am-noon, we will sort clothing
and household items at Interfaith Works Clothing
Center (located on Twinbrook Parkway in
Rockville). Volunteers must be 14yrs or older.
Please sign up in the Narthex or contact Lisa
Woodard so carpool arrangements can be
planned. Great opportunity for Youth - SSL hours
approved (please bring a form for them to sign
that day). Please contact Lisa Woodard
(woodard4@comcast.net) with any questions.
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Halloween Party!
Save the date. October 30!
Games begin at 6PM, with
trunk-or-treating at 7PM!
We are looking for
volunteers to assist with
planning and running games
and activities. If you are
interested, please contact oL Fm/t/
Emma Yanevskyy

(eyanevskyy@yahoo.com). More details soon.

Day of Service

Last month many people participated in ELCA’s
Day of Service. One of the projects was making
fleece blankets. To find out more about the Day
of Service and the blankets turn to pages 4,5,& 7
and read on.

Organizing Action for Racial Justice
In response to recent events of blatant racism, a
group is forming to explore what actions we as a
congregation should take. We hope to begin
laying some groundwork for action towards racial
equity within our congregation, community, and
county. If you are interested in being part of this
task force, please join us on October 4th at
12:30pm in the youth center (conference
room). Questions? Please see Pastor Christine.

Special Offering
Through October the children’s
Sunday School offering buys
peanut butter and jelly for
Gaithersburg Help. Please help \
your child remember to bring an
offering - it can do a world of good!
Donations of jars of peanut butter and jelly can,
be dropped in the Gaithersburg Help bucket by
the back door by everyone in the congregation.

October 25t is
Confirmation and
Reformation Sunday.
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S From Pastor
Steve...

Pastor Steve Buechler
(pastor@poplutheran.org;
301-869-3666)

At Prince of Peace, we
have a long-standing
tradition of celebrating
Confirmation at the end
- : of October on
Reformation Sunday. There’s certainly no
requirement that we have Confirmation on that
date, and there have been folks over the years
who have had legitimate concerns that the
Confirmation service will overshadow the
Reformation celebration, or vice versa.

But I’ve always thought that the two go really
well together. And partly, that’s because one of
the great insights of the Reformation is the
concept of the “priesthood of all believers.”
That doesn’t mean that everybody is clergy.
Rather, it means that in baptism, God has made
each baptized believer an agent of Jesus’ love
and presence in the world. Each baptized person
is called to use the various gifts, relationships and
opportunities that God has given him or her to
live as a “little Christ” in the world around them.
And that was a big deal in the middle ages, when
lots of folks thought that being a servant of God
was something that only professionally religious
people did, or something you paid priests, monks
and nuns to do on your behalf.

Confirmation, as we do it in the Lutheran Church,
is really about Affirmation of Baptism. That is,
it’s about accepting the responsibility of living as
a baptized servant of Jesus in your daily life.
Confirmands make promises to continue to live in
the covenant of their baptism by living among
God's faithful people, hearing his Word and
sharing in his supper, proclaiming the good news
of God in Christ through word and deed, serving
all people, following the example of our Lord
Jesus, and striving for justice and peace in all the
earth. It’s a life-long commitment to live as part
of the priesthood of all believers.

And Confirmation isn’t just a spectator sport for
the rest of us! It’s the reminder that each day,
each one of us has a mission in the world given to
us by God in baptism. Each one of us is called to

be a “little Christ” in the world. Each one of us is
the “somebody” that we’re hoping God will give
the world to make it a better place.

Reformation and Confirmation are both
opportunities for all of us to consider our own call
as baptized people of God. They’re both
reminders that each of us is part of the
“priesthood of all believers”. And they’re both
intended to be motivators to renew our
commitment to being an active part of what God
is doing in the world around us.

Yours in Christ,
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October Highlights

Every Sunday
8:30 am Worship with piano and guitar
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship with organ and piano
1:00 pm Youth Handbells
A Supervised nursery is available during all Services

Every Tuesday
10:00 am Quilters
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

Every Wednesday
7:30 pm Adult Choir

Every Thursday
7:30 pm Grace Notes

Every Saturday
7:45 am Men’s Group
5:00 pm Saturday Evening Worship
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COMING UP...

October
2&3 Confirmation Retreat
4 Interfaith Works Presentation (pg 1)
8 Women's Book Group (pg 6)
10 Interfaith Works Service Opportunity (pg1)
10 Blessing of Animals (pg 1)
11 Directory Photo Session (pg 3)
11 Bible Art Journaling Class
13 Church Council meeting
15 Books and Beer (pg 6)
17 Saturday Dinner Out (pg 6)
24 PoP Playgroup (pp 6,7)
25 Confirmation & Reformation
25 Directory Photo Session (pg 3)
30 Halloween Party/Trunk-or-Treating (pg 1)
31 No Saturday Service (Halloween)

November
1 All Saints Day
1 Daylight Savings Time Ends
7 Chili Cook-off
10 Church Council meeting
12 Women's Book Group (pg 6)
14 PoP Playgroup (pg 7)
15 New Member Dinner
19 Faith-full Families
19 Books and Beer (pg 6)
22 Bible Art Journaling Class
25 Thanksgiving Service at PoP
26 Thanksgiving - Church Office Closed

For a current calendar, see:
http://poplutheran.org/Media/calendars/pop_cal

endar.pdf

SPECIAL PRAYERS

. . .My need was met because someone came and

communicated . . . in words | could not express. . . .
Pastor John B. McGarvey

Thanksgiving

Baptism of Brady Wilkes (son of Lindsay & John

Wilkes)

Birth of Briana Mae Schambura

(granddaughter of Debbie &

Terry Forish)

Godspeed
Tim Foust
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Work Camp

We are excited to be leading a work camp trip
again this year. We will be traveling to Braxton
County, West Virginia from June 25 - July 1.
This trip is open to rising 9th graders (in 2016)
through graduating 12th graders (in 2016). Much
of our service and work will be centered on
roofing, painting, drywall, and light construction.
Please see Pastor Christine for additional
information!

Holy Land Trip

Pastor Steve will be leading a trip to the Holy
Land in September of 2016! Brochures are
available online
(poplutheran.org/learnask/Prince%200f%20Peace
%20Holy%20Land%20Trip.pdf) and in the narthex.
Contact Pastor Steve (pastor@poplutheran.org)
for more info.

Photo Directory

An updated Photo Directory is under construction!
A draft has been posted in the narthex. Please
review your entry, correcting any contact info
that has changed. Place a check mark if the info
is up-to-date. Also, check out your photo - if it is
out-of-date or missing, please gather your family
and come to a Photo Session. Gordon will be
taking photos in the Music Room on October 11
and 25 (after the early service, and before &
after the late service).
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Join Us in Sunday School

Sunday School meets from 9:45-10:45 am.
Preschoolers through 5™ graders start off in the
Sanctuary, then head to their classrooms at 10.
Middle School and High School classes start in the
classrooms at 9:45.

Sunday School meets weekly through 5/22/16,
except for the dates below:

11/29 Thanksgiving weekend

12/27 Winter break

1/3 Winter break

3/27 Easter

4/3 Spring break

Everyone is welcome any time they are able to
attend!

2015-2016 Sunday School Leaders

Opening - Danielle Drobny, Eardie Baka,
Jean Bernstein, and Adriana Larios

A/V Support - Jon Conary, Chris Michel, and
Jason Mills

Preschool-Kindergarten -Jamie Pflasterer and
Stephanie Mills

Elementary Workshop - Lisa Conary, Janet Levine,
and Anne Witten

Lower Elementary Shepherd - Sally and Bill
Acheson

Upper Elementary Shepherd - Sanna Sander

Middle School - Samuel Bornhorst and
Tom Panning

High School - Judy Bruening

Sunday School Superintendent - Janet Levine

Please feel free to contact leaders or Sunday
School Superintendent Janet Levine
(Lyle1Janet@msn.com) with any questions or
comments.

Sunday School

Sunday School Serves

On the ELCA’s Day of Service, everyone from
preschoolers through high schoolers had the
opportunity to show God’s love to our neighbors,
near and far. The Preschool/Kindergarten class
made placemats for nursing-care residents of the
Village at Rockville. Their unique expressions of
love are sure to bring many smiles.
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Lower and Upper Elementary, Middle School, and
High School classes made fleece-tied blankets for
distribution by Lutheran World Relief (LWR) to
people in need around the world. These colorful
and fluffy blankets, edged with hand-tied knotted
fringe, are sure to bring warmth and comfort.
After tying so many square knots, Lisa Conary
reports that Lower Elementary learners will now
be well-positioned to learn to tie their shoes! We
are hoping to use LWR’s new tracking system to
learn the country to which our blankets are
delivered.

We bought the fleece with Sunday School
offerings given in prior years.
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In the middle school class this year we are using
the Sparkhouse Connect curriculum which
explores biblical themes in a fun and thought-
provoking way. Students also use quirky short
films to spark interest in fun yet contemplative
topics. They read, markup, and interact with
several connected Bible passages each week and
relate biblical themes to their own lives. So what
does it mean to have fun in the middle school
class? Kicking field goals with Cheerios during
Sunday school of course!

We began Sunday school this year by exploring
the creation story and Bible passages related to it
from both the Old and New Testaments. This
lesson introduced us to the concept that God is
not only the creator, but also the sustainer who is
present and active in the world today. From here
we will go on to learn that God is present in our
lives, even in hard times, by learning about the
Fall, Suffering and the Flood. We also had an
opportunity to complete a blanket for Lutheran
World Relief.

It was an exciting first day of Sunday school and
we look forward to having a wonderful year!
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ADULT EDUCATION

Class

During the education hour,
we are continuing the
adult study entitled, "The
Divine Drama.” It is a 30
session program, which
means it will be a year
long program, although
you do not need to attend
every week. Come when
you can. The first half of
the program will take us
through the Bible's 'big story'/narrative from
Genesis through Revelation emphasizing the
major themes of Scripture. The second half of the
program encourages us to look at those key
themes and teachings, such as the Trinity, Sin and
Grace, Baptism, and Eschatology (or 'last things’)
and reflect on what they mean to us today.




This in-depth class (although it's not necessary to
attend each week) makes use of workbooks,
discussion, video, and visual aids. It is a great
opportunity to grow deeper in knowledge,
understanding, and application of God's word. It's
a great refresher of some of those things you may
have forgotten from confirmation, an opportunity
to ask hard questions, and to put the story of the
Bible in perspective.

This class meets Sundays at 9:45 am in BYC
(conference room). If you have questions, please
contact Pastor Christine
(pastorchristine@poplutheran.org).

Pop Women’s Bible Study

The Women's Bible Study is reading and
discussing the Gospel of Mark this Fall. Our
gatherings are Tuesdays at 12:30 pm. Our plan is
to read one chapter a week. Discussion includes
historical and sociological background to the
book. This is an open, fluid group of women. All
are welcome to join us. Feel free to bring a
bagged lunch. If you have questions or want to be
included on our email distribution list, please
contact Pastor Christine
(pastorchristine@poplutheran.org).

MUSIC

Hand Bell Choir
Would you like to have the excellent
opportunity to praise the Lord in song and
have fun learning some great music? Then
come out and join the Prince of Peace
Hand Bell Choir! The Hand Bell Choir is for
&= children in 3"- 7*" grade and we will
rehearse each Sunday afternoon from 1-
1:45pm. Please contact Danielle Drobny
(danielledrobny@gmail.com) for more
information.

Adult Choir

Please join the PoP Adult Choir for the Fall
2015 season! Adult choir is for people who want
to praise God with great music and fun filled
fellowship. We rehearse Wednesdays 7:30-9:00
pm. We are preparing for a Christmas Cantata
again this year, please join and be part of a
musical celebration with us. For more info, please
contact the Choir Director, Claire Cho
(claire.cho@gmail.com).
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FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Dinner Out
Saturday Evening Service Go-ers! Looking to join

other Saturday attenders for dinner out?
i T i
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Approximately once a month we hang out at a
local eatery for good food and fellowship after
the 5pm Saturday evening service. A different
dinner destination is chosen each month to offer
a variety for all. The next meet-up will be
Saturday, October 17 around 6:15 pm at Moe’s
(12151 Darnestown Rd). We look forward to
spending time (and eating!) together in a casual
environment. All are welcome!

Books and Beer

The Books and Beer Club will discuss Andy Weir's
The Martian at its October 15 gathering. The
book, self-published by Weir in 2011, is the
genesis of the current movie of the same name.
An American astronaut is stranded on Mars and
endeavors to return to earth. All men of Prince
of Peace and their male friends are invited for an
evening of fun and fellowship. Please RSVP to
Charles Sullivan (Charles@Homesflash.com).

ook | Qb

Women’s Book Group
October 8 - Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker: A Novel
by Jennifer Chiaverini,
hosted by Judy Bruening
November 12 -The Nightingale
by Kristin Hannah,
hosted by Donna Rose
December 10 - The Invention of Wings: A Novel
by Sue Monk Kidd,
hosted by Pamela Cook
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PoP Playgroup

On Saturday October 24 at 3:30pm, PoP
Playgroup will visit The Village at Rockville (aka
the National Lutheran Home) to distribute
placemats to residents, made during the preK/K
Sunday School hour. We'll visit with residents,
and share a story or song or two together. We'll
meet in the parking lot outside the main building
(9701 Veirs Dr, Rockville, MD 20850) at 3:30 and
then walk in together to register.

The playgroup will visit the Gaithersburg Library
discovery room (located at 18330 Montgomery
Village Ave) on Saturday, November 14 at 11am.
The playroom is stocked with toys and games, a
puppet theater, climbing fort, and a play grocery
store to enjoy. In the main children’s area, there
are lots of cozy places to read and great books for
all ages.

PoP Playgroup is a great way for families and
their babies/toddlers/preschoolers to connect
with each other.

Please contact Jamie (jlpflast@hotmail.com) or
Lauren (laurenkategibson@gmail.com) for more
info!
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RECENT EVENTS

How did PoP participate in the

National Day of Service?

ECLA’s National Day of Service was Sunday,
September 13 and Prince of Peace recognized it
in three different ways! The Sunday school classes
tied quilts and made place mats that were
donated to Lutheran World Relief. A huge thank
you to Janet Levine and Lisa Conary for their
help! Sixty bagged breakfasts were assembled for
the emergency men’s shelter, and the back
woods area of the church property was cleaned of
trash by volunteers. Another thank you to the
Fellowship team, Pamela Cook, and Melanie Zobel
for hosting a cookout and ice cream for the hard
working volunteers!
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THANK YOU!

PB&J for the Hungry Update

Thank you to everyone who has donated to our
fall PB&J drive! The donations are starting to
come in, but we need more in order to restock
Gaithersburg HELP's depleted pantry.
Gaithersburg HELP fights hunger in our
community by providing emergency food services
to families in need. The Sunday School children
have pledged to assist, and they will be reminding
parents to pick up peanut butter and jelly each
time they shop. Please consider helping by
placing donations in the PB&J box in the foyer.
The PB&J drive will continue through the end of
October.

Quilts-Plus Delivery

Thank you to everyone involved with donating,
making, and transporting the 27 quilts, 5 tied
blankets (by the Sunday School kids), 4 personal
kits and 12 school kits to New Windsor. Special
thanks to Lisa Conary for coordinating the
delivery. If you are interested in helping with
donations for, making of, and delivery of the
quilts, contact Lisa Conary (lconary@prodigy.net).
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18" on the 18!

On Sunday October 18, Gifts of Hope will host its
third annual Benefit Concert. This year’s
concert, which begins at 4:30 pm, will be at First
Trinity Lutheran Church, 501 4t St. NW,
Washington DC. Come and hear the music of The
18th Street Singers, named one of the best choirs
in the area.

There will be a free-will offering with all
proceeds distributed to Gifts of Hope’s 17
beneficiary organizations. The Montgomery
Chapter of Thrivent Financial will provide
matching funds. For more information about the
concert: www.giftsofhopedc.org.

Celebrating its 23t anniversary in 2015, Gifts of
Hope is a ministry sponsored by the Metropolitan
Washington DC Synod (ELCA). Gifts of Hope is an
alternative gift-giving program that serves as an
intermediary between donors and organizations
serving individuals and families in need. Through
sales from its annual Gifts of Hope catalog, the
organization disburses more than $100,000
annually to two church camps, two Lutheran
educational institutions, three international
companion synods and ten area social service
agencies affiliated with the Metro DC Synod.
Working together we make a difference in our
community and our world.

ELCA MALARIA CAMPAIGN

Incredible news! The ELCA Malaria Campaign just
reached its fundraising goal of $15 million!

POP joined and supported this project five years
ago at the start. Lutheran companions and
partners in 13 African countries have brought
about lasting change. This project is officially
scheduled to end on January 31, 2016. However,
with the aid of gifts to ELCA World Hunger, which
has a long history of supporting health related
work, support will continue.

ELCA Mission Advancement extends many thank
yous for all the prayers and generosity which

enabled this wonderful goal to be reached.
(modified and paraphrased from a letter from Christina
Jackson-Skelto, Executive Director)

POP OFFICE

We are experiencing phone problems in the
Office and voicemail is not working. If possible,
please send an email (office@poplutheran.org)
instead of calling.
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COLOR ME!

Glad Tidings is published monthly (July/August and
December/January issues combined) by:

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

11900 Darnestown Road

Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878-2210

E-mail: office@poplutheran.org

Web: www.poplutheran.org

Senior Pastor Steven Buechler
Associate Pastor Christine Dunn
Council President . Ric Kienzle
Glad Tidings Editor ... Martha Rogers
Production Martha Rogers
Photography Gordon Gipe

Articles for the November issue of Glad Tidings are
due October 18. Please e-mail articles to Martha
Rogers at GladTidingsEditor@gmail.com. Photos
and/or graphics are welcome!

Glad Tidings is online at www.poplutheran.org.

© 2015 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
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