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On All Saints' Sunday,
November 3, we will celebrate
one of the oldest festivals of the
Church. During worship there
will be a time to remember
family and friends who have
gone before us.

Christmas Pageant
Interested in being a part of the
Christmas Pageant this year?
We need actors, coaches,
photographer, lighting
controller, sound person,
microphone manager, costumer,
prop person, choir director,
projector person, pianist, etc.
Also, if there is interest, we have
space for some Christmas talent
to start the evening off (Sing? Play an instrument?
Read a Christmas poem? Etc?). We can find a job
for you!
Dates and Times:
Sunday, Nov. 10, Noon (pizza) - 3:00 pm, Read
through and casting
Sunday, Nov. 17, 2:00 – 5:00 pm, Rehearsal and
costuming
Sunday, Nov. 24, 2:00 – 5:00 pm, Rehearsal with
props & finish costuming
Sunday, Dec. 8, 2:00 – 5:00 pm, Rehearsal in
costume with pictures
Saturday, Dec. 14, 5:15 – 7:30 pm, Dress
Rehearsal
Sunday, Dec. 15, 6 pm, The Christmas Pageant
For more info and/or to sign up, email Jon or Lisa
Conary, at lconary@prodigy.net or sign up in the
narthex.

Give Thanks!
Prince of Peace will again join together with
Good Shepherd and Christ the Servant Lutheran
Churches for our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service
on Wednesday,
November 27 at 7:30
pm at Christ the
Servant Lutheran
Church (9801 Centerway
Rd, Gaithersburg). This
is a joint service we hold
each year.

Daily Texts for 2020
Want an easy way to spend more time in God’s
Word every day? Try out the Mt Carmel Daily
Texts devotional
(http://www.mountcarmelministries.com/dailytexts-devotionals/). With two daily Bible verses
and a short prayer, it is easy to start or continue
a Bible reading habit. Read online or participate
in our group order of this small book. To order,
sign up in the narthex by December 1 and leave
payment ($9) in envelope, or email Donna Von
Wald (dlhsjvw@rcn.com). See sample in narthex.
Books will be in before the end of December. If
you would like a copy but cannot afford it, please
let Pastor Steve know.

lifting up the first of those new opportunities that
have been made possible as our debt is retired.

From Pastor
Steve…

So, please keep supporting our Debt Reduction
through the end of this year. And watch for ways
to keep giving towards those new opportunities as
we live thankfully into a debt free 2020!

Pastor Steve Buechler
(pastor@poplutheran.org;
301-869-3666)

Most of our Christian holidays have been co-opted
by the culture around us. If you weren’t
Christian, you might think Christmas was just
about Santa Claus and pretty trees; that Easter
was about dyed eggs and bunnies; and that
Sunday originated as a day off because we
needed a day to sleep in and then go to brunch.

Yours in Christ,

But November gives Christians a chance to co-opt
a secular holiday! We do this with Thanksgiving.
Even though the first pilgrims gave thanks to God,
the holiday itself is really about turkey, football
and feeling generally “thankful” about how good
we have it as Americans. None of those things
are bad.

Every Sunday
8:30 am Worship with piano and guitar
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship with organ and piano

November Highlights

A Supervised nursery is available during Sunday Services

Every Tuesday
10:00 am Quilters
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study (pg 5)

But “thanksgiving” in the biblical sense is really
about action. It is, indeed, about recognizing the
blessings that God gives us. And it’s about
feeling grateful for those things. But mostly, it’s
about living in a new way because of what God
has done, and because of the new opportunities
God has given us, especially the opportunity of
new life given to us through the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

Every Wednesday
7:30 pm Adult Choir (pg 6)
Every Thursday
7:30 pm Grace Notes
Every Saturday
8:00 am Men’s Group (pg 5)
5:00 pm Saturday Evening Worship

COMING UP…

And so we celebrate thanksgiving not just as a
national holiday, but to remember to give thanks
to the One who has given us reason to be
thankful, and to pledge ourselves to actively live
a life of thankfulness.

November
2 Saturday Dinner Out at Gemelis (pg 6)
3 All Saints’ Day (pg 1)
3 Daylight Saving Time Ends (pg 1)
3 Bible Art Journaling (pg 5)
3 Confirmation Theme Event #3
9 Haven Universe Volunteer Project (pg 3)
10 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (pg 1)
11 Veterans Day
12 Church Council Meeting
14 Women’s Book Group (pg 6)
17 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (pg 1)
17 Confirmation Theme Event #4
19 Theology on Tap (pg 5)
21 Faith-Full Families – Thanksgiving (pg 5)
21 Men’s Book Club (pg 6)
24 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (pg 1)
27 Thanksgiving Eve Service (pg 1)
28 Thanksgiving Day
29 Black Friday

And as we approach this year’s celebration of
Thanksgiving, we should be especially thankful
that, because of our faithful and consistent
giving, our Prince of Peace mortgage is on track
to be paid off by the end of the year! It will be
an occasion of great thanksgiving and celebration!
But it also provides us with new opportunities to
act and live lives of thanksgiving. This past year,
the congregation participated in “Running to the
Feast”, which gave us ideas of what we could do
with our continued and re-directed debt
reduction giving after the mortgage was paid off.
We’re now at the point where Council will be
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December
1 No Sunday School (pg 5)
1 Bible Art Journaling (pg 5)
1 Confirmation Theme Event #5
4 Advent Evening Prayer
5 Faith-Full Families – Advent (pg 5)
8 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (pg 1)
8 Confirmation Theme Event #6
10 Church Council Meeting
11 Advent Evening Prayer
12 Women’s Book Group (pg 6)
14 Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal (pg 1)
15 Christmas Pageant (pg 1)
18 Advent Evening Prayer
24 Christmas Eve Services
25 Christmas Day
25 Christmas Day Service
31 New Year’s Eve

SPOTLIGHT
This month we look at the Feast which is paying
off our mortgage and expanding our place within
and outside of our congregation.

Running to the Feast
It's getting closer... and we are getting ready!
Check out the running man over our entry way.
He's getting closer and closer to the feast, as we
pay off more and more of our mortgage debt.
Yay! Now it's time to start planning what we
would like to focus on as a congregation once our
mortgage debt is paid off. Our congregation put
forth 28 wonderful ideas of how we could live this
feast. Council members have carefully considered
the costs, impacts, and level of effort for each
one. There are some we already had in the
budget, and we've reminded people that the
funds are available. Some we can do right now if
we offer our time. Some we've started alreadyspecifically, more small group weekday eve Bible
studies. A complete list of the ideas is posted on
our entry way window. In the next few months,
council will be considering which ideas to pursue
immediately after the mortgage is paid off. We
would like your input. Please speak to a council
member or e-mail Lauren Gibson if you have
additional input or would like to help make these
ideas happen. It is clear from the diversity of
ideas that our Church is many things to many
people. May we continue to shine the light of God
where it is needed for as many of us as we can.
Let us reach out to each other with what we have
right now, even as we plan for the feast.

For a current calendar, see:
https://poplutheran.org/church-calendars/

SPECIAL PRAYERS
. . .My need was met because someone came and
communicated . . . in words I could not express. . . .
Pastor John B. McGarvey

PoP Members
Elizabeth Langum Chung, Brittany (DeGeorge)
Daniel, Kevin Ely, Roy Johnson, Chris Knaus
(deployed to Afghanistan), Mike Langum, Remi
Langum, Kaitlyn McGurgan & her family, Jim
McNerney, Dick & Sandy Moore, Heather
Robinson, Sherry Schiebel, Laura Wilson, Angelo
Witten & family, Nancy Wolejsza, John Zobel.
Sympathy
Family of David Hillman (father of Rick Hillman)
Family of Ted Preuter (father of Bill Prueter)
Thanksgiving
Confirmands: Xavier Bornhorst, Dylan Eyester,
Katrena Huen, Anya Sander, Sean Thompson,
Brandon Witten, Sofi Yanevskyy
The safe return of our Holy Land pilgrims

OTHER EVENTS
Haven Universe SNA

The complete Prayer List is available from the
credenza in the narthex and in the Weekly Email
sent on Thursdays.

Haven Universe SNA. We're getting together a
group of adult PoP volunteers to help at a Haven
Universe "Saturday Night Alive" (SNA) event at
Lakelands Park Middle School on Saturday,
November 9 from 4-7 pm. The event provides a
variety of "sports," games, arts & crafts and Good
News messages to those with special needs and
disabilities, including those that provide
support/care for them. Contact Ric Kienzle to
sign up or get more information.
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Electronic Giving

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

To donate right now or become
an E-Giver, go to
poplutheran.org or scan this QR
code with your smart phone or
tablet. Thanks for supporting
the ministries of Prince of
Peace!

Counters
Who doesn’t love to count
money?
Come join the counting team
for fun with money!! We
have a wonderful team at Prince of Peace who
count and enter the donations into the computer.
No experience necessary- there isn’t much to it!
It’s a great way to make new friends and find an
easy way to participate at PoP. We are looking
for a couple more people to count after church
about once a month. We have a very flexible
schedule to fit our lives.

AmazonSmile
Many of us have already started at least planning
if not actually shopping for Christmas. If you are
ordering from Amazon for these gifts, please
consider also supporting Prince of Peace with
each purchase! Use our AmazonSmile link
(https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1283295) and
PoP receives .5% of your purchases. Use
AmazonSmile every time you shop! AmazonSmile
is completely integrated with Amazon.com; you
use the same account and have the same
shopping cart, Wish List, Registry, and account
info. It’s easy to set up and use. First click on the
following link to tell Amazon that you want
donations to be made to Prince of Peace:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1283295; then
whenever you want to make a purchase at
Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com instead of
www.amazon.com. (AmazonSmile will remember
the nonprofit previously selected.) It’s easy!

For more information or to volunteer, email
Helen Griffith (Hgriffith22@gmail.com)

New Serving in Worship Team
Members Needed!
We need a volunteer willing to
serve as a Team Leader on the
first Sunday of each month for
the 8:30 am service. We also
need snack providers for the first &
second Sunday of each month for the
11:00 am service. If you would be
willing to help in either capacity
please let the office know.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday School

Ushers and Greeters

Schedule
Sunday School will not meet on Thanksgiving
Sunday, December 1.

Critical Need for Ushers
and Greeters! Please
consider volunteering to
serve at your preferred
Sunday service. If willing,
sign up in the narthex or
contact the Office (office@poplutheran.org). You
will be scheduled every 6-8 weeks. Thank you for
helping us fill this critical role!

Special Offering
Help someone smile again or enjoy a meal in
comfort!
After collecting peanut butter and jelly this fall,
our Sunday School offering for November and
December will once again go toward an item on
the ELCA’s Gifts of Hope. This year, we will be
helping to provide dental care for low-income
elderly or disabled persons. They are residents of
Fellowship Square which provides quality housing
to low-income seniors in the metro area. Our
purchase of a $45 gift will help these residents
get needed dental care which can be expensive
and is not covered by Medicare.
Our Sunday School learners are talking about
what it would be like to feel embarrassed to show
their teeth or not be able to chew without pain.
And how great it feels to show God’s love to
others! Thanks for your support!

STEWARDSHIP
Online Giving
It's easy and will make your life easier. Just go to
the church webpage (poplutheran.org) and click
the green Donate Online button. Giving online
can help all of us easily provide consistent
support for the church. Signup today! Online
giving is a win for the church and for the
congregation. Please contact Chris Michel
(michel_christian@yahoo.com) or Kwame Mensah
(mensahkn@gmail.com) with any questions.
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Faith-Full Families

Bible Art Journaling

Faith-Full Families’ Thanksgiving event will be
held Thursday, November 21st from 6-7:30 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Families with pre-school –
elementary age children, and their siblings, are
invited for dinner, crafts, a Bible story and
fellowship. Sign up in the narthex, email Judy
Bruening, or just come! We will provide a main
dish. If you would like to bring a side dish/salad
or a dessert sign up in the narthex or let Judy
know. If you just have younger children you are
welcome to join us for fellowship, too.

Bible Art Journaling
typically meets one
Sunday evening per
month. Our next
gathering will be
November 3 from 6pm-8pm. Carmen Hill, a
member at Prince of Peace, uses her artistic skills
to guide us in our creativity based on a brief
scripture lesson led by Pastor Christine. No
advance preparation or materials are necessary.
This is a fun and creative way to get into God's
Word and to enjoy one another's company. If you
have questions, please contact Pastor Christine.

The Advent event will be on Thursday,
December 5th.

The following gathering will be December 1.

Questions? Contact Judy Bruening
(Judy.bruening53@gmail.com)

PoP Women’s Bible Study
The Women's Bible Study meets every Tuesday
from 12:30-2pm. We are
currently reading and discussing
The Cup of Our Life by Joyce
Rupp. We'll explore how ordinary
cups used each day can become
sacred vessels that connect readers with life and
bring them into closer union with the Divine. So
bring your cup and join us. Feel free to bring a
bagged lunch. Questions? See Pastor Christine
(pastorchristine@poplutheran.org).

ADULT EDUCATION
Living into the Word
Living into the Word is a new Bible study
opportunity for adults at Prince of Peace and
their friends! Each month, using material
prepared by Pastor Steve, there will be a number
of small groups formed to discuss one of Sunday’s
Bible readings. Watch the announcements for the
November dates and sign up at
https://signup.com/go/OaOCyhd. Come and join
in!

Men’s Group Bible Study
Men's Group Bible Study
meets every Saturday
morning around 8:00 am.
Join us for coffee, donuts,
fellowship, and a discussion
on the Bible readings for the
weekend. It's a good way to get ready for the
Sunday sermon!

Theology on Tap
Join us for our next Theology on Tap session on
Tuesday, November 19 at 7:30 pm at Dogfish
Head Alehouse (800 West Diamond Ave;
(dogfishalehouse.com/location/dfhagaithersburg/)! We have
the “Dome” reserved for
our discussion. Check
Weekly Email and the
bulletin inserts for the
topic. You don’t need to
sign up, but if you know
you’re coming, please let
Pastor Steve know!

MUSIC
Adult Choir
The POP Adult Choir is looking
for singers- all voice types,
ages and levels! We are a
group that loves to sing, and
we warmly encourage all levels
of experience to sing with us.
We rehearse every Wednesday 7:30-9:00 pm,
and we sing at the late service one Sunday a
month. Please join us. If you have any questions,
please contact our Choir Director, Lindsey
Paradise (Lindsey_paradise@yahoo.com).
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Men’s Book Club

SOCIAL MINISTRIES

The Prince of Peace Men's Book Club will turn
their antennae to Contact, a 1985 science fiction
novel by American scientist Carl Sagan. The work
addresses the theme of contact between
humanity and a more technologically advanced,
extraterrestrial life form. All men of POP and
their male friends are cordially invited to join us
at the home of Kirk Fitch, on Thursday,
November 21, 7:30pm. Beer and munchies will
be provided. Please RSVP to Kirk at
fitchbenson@comcast.net.

Gaithersburg HELP
All donations of non-perishable food are most
welcome at any time. With cold weather coming
and seasonal jobs ending, the number of clients
always increases. Cereal and protein (canned
tuna or chicken) are especially appreciated.

----------------------------As far as the Peanut Butter and Jelly
Drive, by October 20, the
very excellent count was 70
jars of peanut butter and 55 jellies.
Thank you!

Women’s Book Group

FELLOWSHIP

On November 14, 7:30 pm, the Women's Book
will be discussing The Orphan Keeper by Camron
Wright. Nancy Speicher will be hosting at her
home. Please RSVP to nancyspeicher@gmail.com.

Saturday Dinner Out
We invite you to PoP Dinner Out immediately
following the Saturday evening service! This is a
casual way to gather with others, break bread,
and enjoy some fellowship. On Saturday,
November 2, we will be going to Gemelli’s Italian
Market (12169 Darnestown Rd) and invite you to
join us around 6:15pm. We keep it low-key and
just pull tables together to enjoy each other’s
company. All are welcome! Any questions please
contact Ric Kienzle @ r.kienzle@yahoo.com

A seven year old boy is kidnapped from his village
in India, sold to a Christian orphanage, and then
adopted by an unsuspecting couple in the United
States. It takes months before the boy can speak
enough English to tell his parents that he already
has a family back in India. Horrified, they try
their best to find his parents but, in the
meantime, they love him and make him part of
their family. For years he wonders: Who am I?
Why was I taken? How do I get home? Based on a
true story.
Future Book Selections and Hosts
December 12 - Virgil Wander
by Leif Enger,
hosted by TBD
2020
January 9 - The Woman in Cabin 10
by Ruth Ware,
hosted by TBD
February 13 - Educated
by Tara Westover,
hosted by TBD
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RECENT EVENTS
Sunday School
Classes learned how God
chose David to be the next
king. In Cooking, Lower
Elementary learners made
an overflowing banana
parfait to remind them that
David was overflowing with
good characteristics.

One of those characteristics
was bravery because David
knew that God was with
him. David had the courage
to fight the nine-foot-tall
giant, Goliath, with only his
slingshot and five smooth
stones. After finishing their
parfaits, learners measured
themselves against Goliath.

Confirmation Retreat
The Confirmation Class attended their fall retreat
at Mar-Lu Ridge on September 27th and 28th. The
confirmands discussed priorities in life, how they
spend their time, and what they believe is most
important. The weekend was also filled with lots
of activities including a hike, challenge course
and a campfire. It was a great weekend of
reflection and bonding.
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Confirmation

Eagle Scout Project

On Sunday, October 13 at the 11:00 am service,
we celebrated the confirmation of seven
confirmands: Xavier Bornhorst, Dylan Eyester,
Katrena Huen, Anya Sander, Sean Thompson,
Brandon Witten, Sofi Yanevskyy were confirmed
on Sunday, October 13 concluding these years of
study, preparation and reflection. Thank you
their small group leaders, who gave so generously
of their time to provide guidance, wisdom and
support. Additional thanks to the many adults
who joined with Pastor Steve to plan and present
the theme events during the Confirmands’ two
years of study and the creation of their wonderful
banners. Congratulations to all!

On October 26, Camden Spielman, in conjunction
with Boy Scouts from Troop 1097 for his Eagle
Project, revamped the trail and garden area,
behind the Youth Center. The troop and
volunteers improved the space where the Fruitful
Fields garden was located along with mulching
and putting up a new picnic table. Come see the
improvements and enjoy the space. Thank you,
Camden and all who helped!

POP OFFICE
Serving in Worship Schedule
The Serving in Worship schedule for November
and December has been posted on our website
and the bulletin board in the narthex. Please
review it and make arrangements for any
conflicts. Thanks!
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During the day I take a few moments to unwind
by reading the Bible. After seeing me do this for
several years, my four-year-old daughter became
concerned: “Aren’t you ever going to get finished
reading that book?”
--Jana Jones

Flower Chart
The Flower Chart for 2019 has been posted!
Flowers can be given in memory or honor of a
person or special occasion. A
donation of $35 covers the
flowers for a week, and they are
yours to take home after the late
service. Sign up on the Chart
posted on the bulletin board in the
narthex and place your donation (marked "Altar
Flowers") in the Offering. Thanks for adding to
our worship experience!

There are three ways to get something done:
1. Do it yourself.
2. Hire someone else to do it.
3. Forbid your kids to do it.
--Homiletics
A telemarketer phones a home and says, “I’d like
to talk to the person who makes the final
purchasing decisions for your family.”
The woman replies, “I’m sorry. That person is
still at kindergarten and won’t be home for
another hour.”
--Hope Health letter

Recycling Toner/Ink Cartridges
We need your used toner and ink
cartridges! Bring them to PoP for
recycling and we can get a credit
toward purchasing office supplies.
Please leave them in the designated box on the
table in the foyer. We can save hundreds of
dollars each year through this
program. We appreciate those
who have already been
participating!

A large corporation recently installed a stray dog
as a senior vice-president. The announcement in
the company bulletin read, “His ability to get
along with anyone, his prompt response to a pat
on the back, his interest in watching others work,
and his great knack for looking wise while saying
nothing make him a natural for this position.”
--Quote Digest

Kitchen Care
Help us keep the kitchen tidy and organized!
Please check out our new kitchen rules so that we
can keep it clean and tidy and make it easier for
everyone to use.

Glad Tidings is published monthly (July/August and
December/January issues combined) by:
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
11900 Darnestown Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878-2210
E-mail: office@poplutheran.org
Web: www.poplutheran.org

ELCA DISASTER
RESPONSE
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God's hope,
healing and renewal to people whose lives have
been disrupted by disasters in the United States
and around the world. With wildfires, hurricanes,
flooding, and earthquakes, there are many
immediate needs here and around the world. Visit
the ELCA Disaster Response webpage to donate or
learn more about how you can help.
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Associate Pastor………………………..……… Christine Dunn
Council President ……………………….…..……. Ric Kienzle
Glad Tidings Editor…………………………… Martha Rogers
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Photography ………………………………………… Gordon Gipe

THINK ABOUT IT
It was one of the worst days of my life: The
washing machine broke down, the telephone kept
ringing, my head ached, and the mail carrier
brought a bill I had no money to pay.
Almost to the breaking point, I lifted my oneyear-old into his highchair, leaned my head
against the tray, and began to cry.
Without a word, my son took his pacifier out of
his mouth and stuck it in mine.
--Clara Null

Articles for the December/January issue of Glad
Tidings are due November 17. Please e-mail
articles to Martha Rogers at
GladTidingsEditor@gmail.com. Photos and/or
graphics are welcome!
Glad Tidings is online at www.poplutheran.org.
© 2019 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
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