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+ + + THE GATHERING + + +
Prelude: Crown Him with Many Crowns (Monumental Brass Quintet)
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation.
C) Amen.
P) Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
C) Amen.

Opening Hymn: “Come, Ye Thankful People Come”

P)
C)
P)

C)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray … Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every
day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

+ + + THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + + +
First Reading: Joel 2:21-27 (Read by Chuck Eater)
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! Do not fear, you
animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig
tree and vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your
God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant
rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats
shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has
eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You
shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt
wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I
am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. And my
people shall never again be put to shame.
R) Word of God. Word of Life.
C) Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 (Read by Mychel Vandover)
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who
gave himself a ransom for all — this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a
herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.
R) Word of God. Word of Life.
C) Thanks be to God.
P) The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew, the 6th Chapter.
C) Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33 (Read by Pr. Dave Sonnenberg)
Jesus said, Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you
by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of
the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you — you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things;
and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
P) The Gospel of the Lord.
C) Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon - Pr. Dave Sonnenberg
Musical Reflection
We Gather We Praise - Ruth Elaine Schram

C)

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
(led by Florence Bastien)
Each petition concludes:

P) Lord, in your mercy,
C) Hear our prayer.
The Sharing of the Peace - Pr. Kari Parsons
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C) And also with you.
The Offering
For this joint service, we encourage everyone to support Gaithersburg HELP, a ministry
serving our community supported by all of our congregations.
The Offertory
Give Thanks - Henry Smith; arr. Mark Hayes
Offertory Prayer
P) Let us pray... God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand
in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
C)
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
P)
C)
P)
C)
P)
C)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P) It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P)

The Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, Mighty Lord, Gracious Father:
you are the Source of our life, our breath and our strength.
You created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance
and through your goodness you continue to sustain us day by day.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become bread for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup unite us in the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
C)
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C) Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Lamb of God

Communion
Please commune yourself or one another with the words:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
P)
C)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P) Let us pray... O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us
with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the
world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C)
Amen.
The Benediction (Pr. Kari Parsons)
P) Almighty God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, bless you now and forever.
C) Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Now Thank We All Our God”

Dismissal
P)
C)

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude:

Let All Things Now Living - Lloyd Larson
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