®. GLAD TIDINGS 2

Vol. 43 Iss. 4 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Gaithersburg, MD May 2024

Yard Sale is June 1 from 8 am-1 pm!
It’s our annual opportunity to
grow closer while reaching out to
the surrounding community. The
.. Yard Sale Committee has been
YW =~ planning for a smooth prep week
(May 26 May 31) and sale day since February.
(Contact Lisa Conary to join us!) Please look now
for items you can donate before the last-minute
rush. The Yard Sale 2024 Handbook provides some
guidelines for donated items. Half of the sale’s net
proceeds will benefit both the 2024 Honduras
Mission Trip Team and United Help Ukraine, and
half will go to the Feast Fund for church special
projects.

Lots of fun events are happening

after services on Mother’s Day!
Help us celebrate the
Interfaith installation of the new solar
Power & Light panels, learn more about the
benefits of electrification,
and help us cut the ribbon! Check out PoP's listing
on the Interfaith Power and Light website showing
all the solar congregations in the area.

There will be a FREE native plant giveaway as
part of the National Wildlife Federation's Sacred
Grounds program, for individuals
to take home and plant in their
yards, gardens, and patio
containers. (They will be in smaller
"plug sized" containers for easy
planting.) Planned species will
include Golden Ragwort, Butterfly

Milkweed, Black-eyed Susans, Coral
Bells, and Zig Zag Goldenrod. SACRED

Completing the native plant pledge GROUNDS'

here and selecting Prince of Peace as your
congregation will help ensure that we'll have
enough plants available for everyone!

Youth Sunday School will have a special

celebration as well, and a plant pot craft,
. to close out a wonderful year together.

May 12t will be our last class until we

-‘ resume in the fall. Thanks to all our
learners for their enthusiastic

' participation, thoughtful discussion, and
kind interactions.

Sunday School Students (PreK - High
School)!
As you may have heard, May 12 is

the last day of Sunday school for ‘_/
this school year. Thanks to all our

learners for their enthusiastic participation,
thoughtful discussion, and kind interactions. We
have spent the last four weeks reliving Joseph’s
adventures. On May 12t we are having a Sundae
Sunday school lesson that combines music, games,
at least one craft and ice cream sundaes. Plants

may be involved. Mother’s Day &3 153
may also be involved! We would be Py
happy for you to join us to mothers

celebrate being together again,

laughing together again, the end ‘3? dﬂy
of another school year and, of '
course, enjoying sundaes on Sunday!!

Where: Fellowship Hall at Prince of Peace
When: Sunday, May 12 at 11:00 am

Looking forward to seeing everyone!

Please RSVP (so we have enough for everyone!)
Middle school and high school also invited!

See pages 3 and 4 for more Sacred Grounds and
Yard Sale information.
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From Pastor
Steve...

Pastor Steve Buechler
(pastor@poplutheran.org;
301-869-3666)
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Every year, the Day of Pentecost falls on a Sunday
very close to our Yard Sale. | always think this is
appropriate, because in one sense, Pentecost is the
story of the disciples of Jesus getting “out of the
house.” In the days following Easter, the disciples
had mostly stayed locked up in the house where
they were staying when they had first come to
Jerusalem with Jesus for the Passover. After Jesus
was crucified, they were scared and worried for
their own safety. But even after the Risen Jesus
appeared to them multiple times, they still pretty
much stayed locked up in the house as far as we
can tell.

They did follow Jesus up to the Mount of Olives,
and they watched him ascend into heaven. Jesus
had told them to stay in the city (but not
necessarily in the house!) until they had been
“clothed with power from on high” (whatever that
meant). Yet because they really were still scared
and probably confused, they mostly stayed in the
house.

What happened on Pentecost was that the Holy
Spirit drove them outside the house. They
apparently didn’t go far. They were probably just
in the street in front of the house. They had no
plan to witness to Jesus. And they didn’t know the
Spirit would show up on the day of Pentecost, so in
many ways, they weren’t prepared. But the Spirit
did amazing work in and through them! They were
able to communicate with people they probably
would never have imagined talking to. They
showed God at work in ways they hadn’t imagined
and didn’t even realize themselves at the time.
And they began to live into a new chapter of their
lives because of that day. And it all happened
because they simply were willing to go outside of
the house.

And in many ways, getting “outside of the house”
of the church building each year gives us the same
opportunities. We get to meet people we might not
interact with otherwise. People get to see God
working in and through us, even if it doesn’t occur
to us that we’re doing anything other than
“working the yard sale.” And sometimes, simply

the ability of folks in our community to see us,
instead of just our building, creates space for the
Spirit to work in and through us that wouldn’t be
there if we just stayed in the “house.”

So, | pray that this Yard Sale may be a great time
for all of us in being open to what the Holy Spirit
can do with us as we get outside the “house” and
open ourselves to some new things that God may

do with us.
/ZZ'R %

May Highlights

Every Sunday

10:00 am Worship live and streamed on our
Facebook Page

11:00 am Sunday School* (pp 6, 7)
*Last Sunday School meeting until Fall is May 12

Yours in Christ,

Every Monday
6:30 pm Grace Notes Rehearsal (pg 7)

Every Tuesday
10:00 am Quilters (pg 7)
12:30 pm Women'’s Bible Study (pg 7)

Second Saturday Service - in order to provide an
additional opportunity for worship apart from
Sunday morning, we will hold a 5 pm Saturday
service on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Our
next service will be on Sat., May 11. This service
will have the same sermon and readings as the
Sunday service but will not be livestreamed.
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COMING UP...

May
2 National Day of Prayer
2 Sacred Grounds Event (pp 3, 4)
4 Shredding Event (pg 5)
5 Cinco de Mayo
5 Confirmation Meets
9 Ascension Day
9 Women'’s Book Group (pg 8)
11 Stepping Stones Meal Prep (pp 7-8)
11 Saturday Worship Service (pg 2)
12 Mother’s Day
12 Sacred Grounds Event (pp 1, 3, 4)
14 Church Council Meeting
19 Pentecost
21 Men’s Book Club (pg 8)
27 Memorial Day
27-31 Prep for Yard Sale (pp 1, 4)



mailto:pastor@poplutheran.org

June
1 Yard Sale (pp 1, 4)
14 Flag Day
19 Juneteenth Interfaith Celebration (pg 5)

July
4 Independence Day
21-25 VBS and Adult Bible Study (pg 5)

For a current calendar, see:
https://poplutheran.org/church-calendars/

COUNCIL CORNER
April 2024

News and Views from the PoP Church Council
NEWS

Here are the updates from the April Church Council
meeting.

Finances: Giving continues to be okay; although,
we are currently operating with a small deficit.
(Look at Council notes).

Solar panel project: Dedication on May 12.

Feast Fund: The bathroom refresh is completed.
Besecker: we are getting quotes on flooring.
Native Plants/Trees: We have received a grant for

a native plant/rainscape garden and for some
native trees. Meetings and discussions are ongoing.

VIEWS

Yard Sale is rapidly approaching. If you have not
helped with/worked on Yard Sale before it is an
amazing event that really helps the community.
There are plenty of opportunities to help so please
consider joining us.

Thank you again for your continued support with
both time and talents.

Respectfully,
Jon Conary

Council met on April 9. You can read notes from
that meeting (including the Pastor's and Treasurer's
report) by clicking here.
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SPECIAL PRAYERS

. . .My need was met because someone came and
communicated . . . in words | could not express.

Pastor John B. McGarvey
PoP Members
Alice & James Baur, Madelyn Berkeley-Militzer,
Elizabeth Langum Chung, Brittany (DeGeorge)
Daniel, Sherry Fischer, Laura Hampe Garofalo, Roy
Johnson, Mike & Remi Langum, Janet Levine, Anne
Lomperis, Kaitlyn McGurgan & her family, Kathy
Mellott, Dick Moore, Steve & Jan Plewes, Heather
Robinson, David & Martha Rogers, Sherry Schiebel,
Denny Tritinger, Laura Wilson, Chet Wolejsza

Ongoing

The people of Ukraine and all those who are
suffering due to hatred, war, and acts of violence

For racial justice and equality

All those struggling with Covid-19 and their
Caregivers

All those impacted by nature

The complete Prayer List is available in the Weekly
Email sent on Thursdays.

SPOTLIGHT

Sacred Grounds - Many congregants of Prince of
Peace find joy, peace, and inspiration outdoors. By
planting native plants, we can be good stewards of
God's creation which nurtures us and our neighbors.
Join us virtually from 7:30-9 PM on Thursday,
May 2 to learn from experts about how you can
create wildlife habitat and protect our local
streams by planting native plants.

Tips will be shared on the following:

e What are the best native plants for my
yard?

e Where can | buy them?

e How will they help prevent flooding and
pollution in our local streams?

o Designing a garden with native plants

e Other features to help birds and butterflies
thrive near our homes

e Local municipal financial aid
application/rebate information

e And any other questions you may have!

Register and receive the Zoom link here. Planting
native plants conserves God’s creation for our
children and future generations. Everything
growing on earth, bless the Lord; praise and exalt
him above all forever. Daniel 3:76
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https://uybvrvcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCBGMNxuZtmb6YHMTKPzwrasXoolPzI38CkXvqS10pJlmzFFjwY0WNuPx4u_1VfWNvaDeRHH5V1ZDUJq3nrZjKrexY5vKU6mQVXOcheMhyzqz2glnTOJlHhF7LZu38GjJjoRk8vG5rfpWWfdGCOhFDLrYZIHpO0ITmHG0BAqOgchJqStD7hXgXtqAmlWF40kU5tV4XtmvroH78TrxvOaanLI1s6ACXPCzF8DzAN1L3U=&c=qjPfp0YlbedS9Dzi2XfeW_e5L8WVx34Jz04iIEb26EhR9beIm4_b3w==&ch=YO_CXT2iXRDIDD8Q5v_Kx9_bokPAxeZkFmMn2QpVF1_FoSyWY5m5Fw==
https://uybvrvcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kEURAyEm5-jUBfnjvBDD2pcbfOhKbhtOrP7dCSZ2gzdRAZDn0OgjOCWgii_4LHvuFcPcJyuo4taShE86INPqZQtFlZWuD655DvRxL3WoMp8B1IyZ0d1MBp-_auNriaC9jHw_TV_UiaGhMnDXzy9sXaI1mU73gogi&c=3W5HAX9TVOFDvfAMwYrB42Srvnf-CGbSV1uuaPFU12oB2oV5JKfyyw==&ch=aMYRTRFoCSHwPktgZ4k4rSfReCjsejVATNV7hX2VwBRgUMBy3gJt2A==

Native Plants for Pick Up Day

Zig Zag Goldenrod

Golden Ragwort Coral Bells

Sunday, May 12t at 11am - On Mother's Day, NWF
will be giving away FREE native plants at Prince of
Peace during our Coffee and Conversation hour, for
individuals to take home and plant in their yards,
gardens, and patio containers. (They will be in
smaller "plug sized" containers for easy planting.)
Planned species will include Golden Ragwort,
Butterfly Milkweed, Black-eyed Susans, Coral Bells,
and Zig Zag Goldenrod. Completing the native
plant pledge at

https: //www.nwf.org/NativePlantPledge and
selecting Prince of Peace as your congregation will
help ensure that we'll have enough plants available
for everyone!

Resources If you can't wait to get started with
native plants, here are some great resources to
guide you:

https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org/ NWF's native
plant finder helps you search for plants that are
local to your area, by zip code and eco-region

www.nwf.org/gardenforwildlife NWF's program to
certify your backyard as a wildlife habitat has lots
of tips on choosing plants that are friendly for
wildlife

https: //mdflora.org/gardening - the Maryland
Native Plant Society has wonderful tips on
gardening with native plants and resources to
locate nurseries that carry plants that are locally
native.

Yard Sale Information
Committing early to help is |
necessary for the sale’s %a i
success! Sign up either online %4_. ™
or on the lists in the narthex i@
to help.

To volunteer for prep week, lend items (such
as tables), help advertise, donate cash, use the
SignUp Genius PoP Yard Sale - Preparation Help.
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To volunteer for sale day, use PoP Yard Sale
Dept Volunteers for Sale Day.

To donate food for prep week suppers,
donate food or cash for the Snack Bar, use PoP
Yard Sale Food Donations.

To learn which items can and cannot be
donated, click here.

Please help us advertise the donation drive for
items to sell, and the Yard Sale, by posting the
flyers below to Facebook and NextDoor:

To access the flyer requesting donations of
items to sell, click here.

To access the flyer requesting donations,
click here.

We are still looking for department heads for
"Linens and Towels", "Furniture”, and "Hardware,
Tools, and Misc.” Please contact Lisa Conary if you
can help lead these areas. (Linens and Towels is a
great department for a high schooler to head up -
thank you to our youth who are already leading the
"Shoes" and "Lamps and Small Appliances”
departments!)

There are lots of SSL opportunities and hours
available for Middle and High School students. In
addition to sorting in the various departments, we
also need greeters during the prep week (May 26-
May 30) to guide individuals from the community
who are dropping off donations. On the day of the
sale, in addition to helping shoppers in different
departments, we also need runners for each of the
credit card kiosks. If your youth can help, please
sign them up at PoP Yard Sale - Preparation

Help or PoP Yard Sale Dept Volunteers for Sale

Day.

The church will be open for donations, pricing, and
sorting from:

Sunday, 5/26, 11 am - 6:30 pm

Monday, 5/27, 10 am - 6:30 pm

Tuesday, 5/28 - Thursday, 5/30, 5 pm - 8 pm
Friday, 5/31, 5 pm - 8 pm, pricing and sorting only

(Please see the accompanying article for specific
information about Computer and Electronics
Department donations, regarding items we can
take, drop-off dates, and other instructions)

There is a role for each of us to ensure a successful
event. Come enjoy fellowship as we work together
to raise funds for important causes, provide a
valuable community service, and have a
memorable day!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

VBS & Adult Bible Study
July 21-25, 6-8:30 pm
More information to come.

Christmas Caroling

Are you interested in sharing some Christmas Joy
by singing your favorite Christmas Carols at the
Lutheran Home/Villas? The time frame is post-
Thanksgiving to December 15th. Let Sherry
Schiebel know what dates work best for you.

OTHER EVENTS

Shredding Event

Patriot Shredding will be at Prince of Peace on
May 4t from 10:00 AM- 1:00 PM for a shredding
event. There is no charge for the event as it is
being sponsored by Judy Martin, Real Estate Agent
C21 Redwood Reality. For security all shredding
will be done on the premises.

Haven Universe “Saturday Night

Alive!”

These events are hosted for individuals with special
needs and their families and friends, many of
whom are adults that attend with their caregivers.
“Saturday Night Alive” event assistance is
welcome on the following dates from 4:00-
7:00pm at Lakelands Park Middle School: May
11. This is a chance to see God’s work through our
hands. (High school students can also earn SSL
hours by volunteering.) Contact Ric or Sherry
Kienzle for questions. We hope you can join us to
be a witness of Christ to others!

Mar-Lu-Ridge is Celebrating Its 65th

Anniversary

On June 7-8, join them for hiking and swimming.
Enjoy good company and meals, with Bible lessons
and more. Overnight accommodations are
available. Come celebrate 65 years of serving
Maryland at the popular Bible-based camp. Click
here to register.

_+|Mar-Lu-Ridge

id Camp & Retreat Center

Page 5

Juneteenth Interfaith Celebration to
be held Wednesday, June 19" at
6:30pm at Darnestown Presbyterian

Church

The Route 28 Quince Orchard Interfaith Team (of
which Prince of Peace is a founding member
congregation!) will be holding their 2" annual
Juneteenth celebration at Darnestown Presbyterian
Church this year, located at 15120 Turkey Foot Rd
(overflow parking available at Darnestown
Elementary). The theme of the celebration this
year is "Lift up Freedom, Joy and Justice in Words
and Song". There will be lots of music, history, and
fellowship, with light refreshments to follow the
program. We had an amazing inaugural celebration
at Prince of Peace last year, and are looking
forward to an even bigger turnout this year. If you
would like to be a reader for the celebration or
help with the reception, please contact Jamie
Pflasterer. Come and learn about Juneteenth and
connect with members of other local faith
communities in the Route 28 area.

Honduras Mission Trip 2023

We are excited to announce that this summer,

Prince of Peace is again sending a group of

missionaries to Honduras with non-profit, Haven

Universe. This year we have several projects to

support and are asking for your help raising funds:

e Build 10 more latrines for a community up in
the mountains which will greatly improve their
lives and sanitary conditions. $4,500

e Build a house for a family. $3,500

e Construction and painting for FUNTEAH's, a
Christian disability organization in Tegucigalpa,
day program building. $6,500.00

e CEPI, a special needs school in Copan, help
with outreach. $500

The total for the four projects together is $15,000.

and we are requesting prayerful support and

contributions, if able. Any questions can be

directed to Ric Kienzle. This support will go a long

way in helping families in need. Donations can be

made to Prince of Peace and marked for "Mission

Honduras.” We are grateful for your support!

STEWARDSHIP


mailto:greshmd1@verizon.net
mailto:greshmd1@verizon.net
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013LZwLkCNinWOK63oCWpBCjn2dMFJ6PiM7Jm6dbSeR98fyM2qXu1JpFZZMF_5RPuiITHf1zPdvA0CD4_p9G8vRmJ_DjT0x0agRDD2g2WLeVcSg6pm0pygyTIBhOAASd8rGBmEJMnOf1u8FYobLpR5TLTx0Yo5p9OTXH6XtXiEjJzCOCv9HuA4n7LFu8LCjsHdwoSEjqNOxG0=&c=21B45q_OyFmxpQb-mzculmoZTqqItBbQLE3l_VSkm16_AljiWoByEA==&ch=zAE1kPXOS54OAttz4feLVDrF2TLfVm16Bpd5uc4xcEzzXembCj4qmw==
mailto:r.kienzle@yahoo.com
mailto:skienzle1@yahoo.com
https://form.jotform.com/240303627041140
https://darnestownpc.org/
https://darnestownpc.org/
mailto:jlpflast@hotmail.com
mailto:jlpflast@hotmail.com
mailto:r.kienzle@yahoo.com

Church Giving Envelopes
‘{‘.’% Envelopes are available to all who
‘*:lemg would like them. They are located on
the donation table in the Narthex.
Please contact Helen Griffith if you
have any questions.

Online Giving

It's easy and will make your life easier. Just go to
the church webpage (poplutheran.org) and click
the green Donate Online button. Giving online can
help all of us easily provide consistent support for
the church. Signup today! Online giving is a win for
the church and for the congregation. Please
contact Chris Michel (michel_christian@yahoo.com)
or Kwame Mensah (mensahkn@gmail.com) with any
questions.

Electronic Giving

To donate right now or become an
E-Giver, go to poplutheran.org or
scan this QR code with your smart Y
phone or tablet. Thanks for supporting the
ministries of Prince of Peace!

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sunday School
On Sunday, April 14, we learned about the story of
Joseph and how God is always with us, even in
times of trouble. For snack, our learners made
Joseph’s coat out of graham crackers,
marshmallow créme, and rainbow airheads ribbon
candy. The preschool class also sculpted a play
dough jail, to remember how Joseph was put into
jail during his time in Egypt.
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To prep for the PoP coffeehouse and auction, the
Sunday School learners put together layered M&M
cookie mixes and a basket filled with baking tools
and goodies to make lots of tasty treats in the
kitchen!

Learners made a “purple cow” snack of a bagel,
mixed berry cream cheese, and blackberry “cow
spots”. In class we learned how Joseph interpreted
Pharaoh’s dream of seven fat cows and seven
skinny cows, and helped Egypt prepare for seven
lean years.

ADULT EDUCATION

Coffee and Conversation

Come join us during Adult Coffee and Conversation
hour after the Sunday service in the sanctuary as
we learn more about God and encourage one
another through discipleship!

May 5 Identity and Eternity
To be added to the email list and get notifications

of upcoming programs, please send an email to
pop_adult_sunday_school+subscribe@googlegroups.

com.


mailto:HGRIFFITH22@GMAIL.COM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rHFNM1aRfZSTBOJddqwgWDQS23X_tjB4JzuDPzv81V02HcQudtSALkttGe3JsYQN9BS9ESE_57tyaXHx39aFiNaGnYcD_hsL3VmcT5-GTzVrUZzJZYAJIu5IMBmlFOutpVY4LcB6pIDnG5vm8HCPe7tzS3b9TB0zmTfENTWGYn8=&c=k6w6fJcGSiq5f5rKt6TjrSZmkTMnl0ppaY5MRWlW97EOcxRn1hOmwQ==&ch=2fegdWEToyiZWBUOm4zHz9pOKFoIp1blw4oiHx-DICx2aG3JYq8iwg==
http://poplutheran.org/
mailto:michel_christian@yahoo.com
mailto:mensahkn@gmail.com
http://www.poplutheran.org/
mailto:pop_adult_sunday_school%2Bsubscribe@googlegroups.com
mailto:pop_adult_sunday_school%2Bsubscribe@googlegroups.com

Help Guide Planning For the Fall

Adult Coffee and Conversation Hour
We need your opinions! Although Sunday School
hour activities will take a break for the summer
after the last session on May 12th, planning for fall
has already begun! Please give us your thoughts
and feedback on the guest speakers, adult Bible
study discussions, and various activities that took
place for adults during the Sunday school hour this
year on our survey at

https: //www.surveymonkey.com/r/BY98Z3N Thank
you for helping us make the coffee and
conversation hour a time of learning, community,
and fellowship this year.

Theology on Tap

Join us for our next Theology on
Tap session to talk about issues
of faith. Pastor Steve leads one
of these events each month.
Check Weekly Email and the
online worship notice for the
next date and join us!

Cm
PoP Women’s Bible Study

The Women's Bible Study meets
every Tuesday from 12:30-2pm.
We are currently discussing

—

."_

Joshua.
Questions? Contact Pastor Wendy
Deeben.

MUSIC

Grace Notes

Is this the year to dust off your trumpet, trombone,
saxophone, drums, guitar or other musical
instrument and start playing again? Have you
always wanted to sing or play with
“the Band”? Grace Notes is looking for
musicians and singers. We rehearse
Monday nights from 6:30 to 8:00pm
and are working toward the goal of
playing once a month during our
worship service.

Time commitment is rehearsal 3-4 times a month
and playing at one Sunday service a month
Contact Jon Conary for more information.

plrg

ia i
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SOCIAL MINISTRIES

Gaithersburg HELP

Our Coffeehouse/Auction event was extremely
successful raising $15,000 for Gaithersburg HELP!
For questions or information, please contact

Hope Walker.

Quilters

Would you like to change the
world for someone? Can you
tie a knot or tear/cut a
piece of cloth? Then join the
Quilter’s group, Tuesday
mornings from 10:00 am till
noon at the church or work
from home. We also can use
donations of cloth (cotton
preferred). We are changing
the world one quilt at a time!

Contact Lisa Conary for more information.

Fabric Donations Needed

‘ Do you have some fabric in your
home that you are not going to
use? The PoP Quilters are in
need of fabric and sheets for
quilts. We use sheets for the
backing and other pieces of
cloth for squares. Cotton is best
but blends work as well. Please
leave any fabric donations in the
church office or music room.

If you have questions, please contact Lisa Conary.

Social Justice Ministry News

On Saturday, May 11, we will be making another
dinner to take to Stepping Stones Shelter, a
family shelter in Rockville. This is one of the only
places that homeless families in our area can find a
place to find a temporary home and rebuild their
lives. They need a nutritious meal for about 26
people, most of them children, every night. We're
going to prepare a meal of lasagna, salad, garlic
bread, and a dessert. The lasagna will be already
prepared, so we will mostly be assembling the
salad and garlic bread. It’s a fun way to spend
some time together, as we chop vegetables, and
spread some garlic butter on the bread. If you
would like to join us in this project, we will gather
at the Church around 2:30 pm to assemble the
dinner. If you would like to make a dessert to


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BY98Z3N
mailto:pastorgracelutheranbowie@gmail.com
mailto:pastorgracelutheranbowie@gmail.com
mailto:drjon2018@gmail.com
mailto:hope.walker@GaithersburgHELP.org
mailto:lconary@prodigy.net
mailto:lconary@prodigy.net

donate, please make it peanut free, as some of the
residents are allergic to peanuts. We also need a
case of bottled water to take with the meal. If you
have questions, or would like to donate to this
project, please contact Jane Sahmel. Thanks so
much for your support.

FELLOWSHIP

Men’s Book Club

Men's Book Club will meet on Thursday, May 16t
at 7pm. We will be reading West With Giraffes by
Lynda Rutledge. Drinks and light refreshments will
be served. Please contact Sean Dillon if you will be
joining us this month. Phone: 410-868-5487 or
email: sdillon_5@&hotmail.com

/ ook | Chuly

Women’s Book Group

The Women's Book Group is reading Gardens In The
Midst of War by Karen Kaiser. It is a memoir of the
author’s life in 1970's Saigon. Karen, who is a friend
of Nancy Wolejsza, has graciously accepted Nancy's
invitation to join the group on Thursday, May 9 at
7:30 pm to discuss her book.

Future Book Selections and Hosts
June 13 Lady Tan's Circle of Women
by Amy Tan
host Hope Walker
July 11 A Woman Is No Man
by Etaf Rum
host Nancy Morton
August 8 The Thursday Murder Club
by Richard Osman
host Nancy Wolejsza
September 12 Killers of the Flower Moon
by David Grann
host Debbie Chan
October 10 The Beekeeper of Aleppo
by Christy Lefter
host TBD
November 14 One for the Blackbird, One for the
Crow
by Olivia Hawker
host Alice Benson
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RECENT EVENTS

Thank you - dyakuyu - to everyone

who came to Ukraine 101. My goal was to
share what | love about Ukraine - the food and
history - to help people understand why | am so
passionate about protecting it. It isn't just my
family over there; Ukraine is full of people who
want to live free. Thank you also to everyone who
asked our friends questions about how you can help
Ukraine defend itself. Again, the main thing you
can do right now is contact your representatives
and tell them to support Ukraine.

Rewatch, or watch
if you missed, the
history video
(written by my
mom, narrated by
my dad, and
animated by my
sibling Sam).

To learn more about ways to help Ukraine or on
Facebook

And always feel free to ask any of us Yanevskyys
about Ukraine. We all love talking about it and are
happy to answer any questions.

On behalf of my family, thank you and slava
Ukraini!

Yasya Yanevskyy

UMD Extension Office Visit and Site

Assessment for Sacred Grounds It was
a beautiful Wednesday morning for our site
assessment and property visit by Amanda Rockler
of the UMD Extension office. As part of the visit,
Ms. Rockler walked the church property with Pastor
Steve, council president Jon Conary, and several
members of the PoP Green Team to learn about
water runoff / management concerns, goals for the
property, and help us evaluate different site
options for the pollinator garden to be installed as
part of the Sacred Grounds program. Tonya Meyer
organized the visit, along with Anna Awimbo, the
Director of Leadership Development for the
Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake, who was
able to join us as well. Ms. Rockler had several
great initial suggestions for ways to manage the
church's green spaces, and potentially use
conservation landscaping to help with slowing the



mailto:Jane.sahmel@gmail.com
mailto:sdillon_5@hotmail.com
https://youtu.be/GOlsODhK2GM?si=IGFKkzOn8GK8zjcT
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedhelpukraine.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1mNZDKJuCkKeHQvvoqQyJpb5tkU7nr7pFU-lgxP8UDIMp2MDpC1NoWE-k_aem_AS68FAn5hwuhtGvht6ziKKpLovS7owZkxWPA2N_G5NX5pWoOIe2ScGc9NzbBzklaVwUhR7UUOse_ggmmgW7MLy4X&h=AT3oCqrBogf2kAT4fA6_r4Krcsfz6goT-eMc7xcNX2U9BkTYjOpDDfDTwYrZNXo7ZPpN8JAJXebihjx14KFRvyBQdqb23iMjhDOd4CTF-142uhdqMKjR5tQ8VNNnR3c&__tn__=%2Cd
https://www.facebook.com/UnitedHelpUkraine.org
https://agnr.umd.edu/about/directory/amanda-k-rockler/
https://www.interfaithchesapeake.org/

flow of runoff and even qualify for rain tax credits.
After the final site assessment is prepared, the
team will review Ms. Rockler's recommendations
for the garden location and types of native
plantings that are most likely to thrive with the
church council. We will also use her suggestions to
request new tree installations on church grounds
through the county's Tree Montgomery program,
which provides free trees to homeowners,
businesses, and non-profits in Montgomery County.

Back row l-r: Anna
Awimbo, Jon Conary,
Tonya Meyer, Pastor Steve
Front row l-r: Amanda
Rockler, John Zobel,
Sherry Schiebel, Jamie
Pflasterer

Not pictured: Jennifer
Maloney, Kathy Mellott

POP OFFICE

Office Hours

Our office is now being staffed by Martha Rogers on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, from
9:30 am - 1:30 pm. However, it is always possible
to:

e Call or email the office (or the Pastor directly)
- we will be monitoring email and voicemail
daily, so it’s always possible to contact us;

e Drop off food for Gaithersburg HELP at the
church - the bins continue to be located
outside each door under the covered walkways.

e Send offering checks to the church (although
we’re encouraging online donations if you can
do that.)

Recycling Toner/ink Cartridges
Please continue saving used ink & toner
cartridges for PoP. We still recycle them
,:"‘. for store credit on office
¥ supplies. You can leave
them in the box in the Narthex or in
the labeled bin on the "Give & Take"
table outside the back door.

”
L

Kitchen Care

Now that we are doing more in the building, help
us keep the kitchen tidy and organized! Kitchen
rules are posted in the kitchen, usually on the
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refrigerator, so that we can keep it clean and tidy
and make it easier for everyone to use.

ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God's hope,
healing and renewal to people whose lives have
been disrupted by disasters in the United States
and around the world. With wildfires, hurricanes,
flooding, and earthquakes, there are many
immediate needs here and around the world. Most
current for many of us is the continuation of the
Covid-19 pandemic, Afghan and Ukrainian refugees,
and the war in Ukraine. Visit the ELCA Disaster
Response webpage (https://elca.org/disaster) to
donate or learn more about how you can help.

THINK ABOUT IT

Thank you, God, for all of the mothers!
(Proverbs 31:28-29)

Glad Tidings is published monthly (July/August and
December/January issues combined) by:
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