
 

December 25, 2024 – Christmas Day 
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+ + + THE GATHERING + + + 

Prelude:    O Little Town of Bethlehem (In the Setting of Edward MacDowell's "To a Wild    

Rose" from Woodland Skethces, Op. 51) - Jon Conary; electric guitar  

Greetings and Announcements 

Opening Carol: “The First Noel” (verses 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C)  And also with you. 

 

P) Let us pray … Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who 

became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C) Amen. 

 

+ + + THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + + + 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who 

brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  Listen! 

Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the 

return of the LORD to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 

LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared his holy 

arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 

God. 

 

R) The Word of the Lord.   

C) Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-12 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 

also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 

being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels 

as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  For to which of the angels did God 

ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you?”  Or again, “I will be his Father, and he 

will be my Son?”  And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 

God's angels worship him.”  Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his  

servants flames of fire.”  But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and 

the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness;  therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 

companions.”  And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the 



 

work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a 

cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed.  But you are the same, and 

your years will never end.” 

  

R) The Word of the Lord.   

C) Thanks be to God. 

 

P) The Holy Gospel According to St. John, the 1st Chapter. 

C) Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  There was a 

man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 

all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, 

and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what 

was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or 

of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

P)  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C) Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Hymn of the Day: “Once in Royal David’s City”    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nicene Creed 

C) We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven;  

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again  

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE PRAYERS 

P)  Rejoicing in the Word made flesh, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God's creation. 

  

Each petition concludes:        

P)  God of grace and truth, 

C)  Hear our prayer. 

  

P)  Trusting in your mercy, O saving God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, 

through the one born among us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C)  Amen. 

  

The Sharing of the Peace 

  

P)  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C)  And also with you. 

 

 

The Offering 

We encourage everyone to support our ministry together here at Prince of 

Peace!  If possible, please give electronically or through online banking. If 

you are worshipping live with us, you may also place your offering in the 

plate or scan this QR code to give electronically. Thank you for your 

continuing support of our ministry! 

 

 

The Offertory 

 Keep Christmas With You - David Axelrod and Samuel Pottle; arr. Cathy Stamegna 

(Rebecca Poyatt; soprano) 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

P)  Let us pray... Loving God, you sent your only Son to live among us, bringing us your 

grace and truth. As we prepare to receive the gift of Christ's presence once again, all we 

have to offer is what you have given us. Receive all that we have and all that we are to 

your glory and for your service, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C) Amen. 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOYkge4D0pFlLC7QqrvsTftZskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0px9wEk3l8QsTc5dld-R5SaE=&


 

The Great Thanksgiving 

  

P) The Lord be with you. 

C) And also with you. 

P) Lift up your hearts. 

C) We lift them to the Lord. 

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C) It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

P) It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  In the wonder and mystery of the 

Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory; 

that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.   

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

  

 



 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

P) We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

 whom you sent in this end of the ages  

 to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word,  

 inseparable from you. 

Through him you created all things,  

 and in him you take delight. 

He is your Word,  

 sent from heaven to a virgin's womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot  

 and was shown forth as your Son,  

 born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will 

 and won for you a holy people. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,  

 we lift this bread and cup before you, 

 giving you thanks that you have made us worthy  

 to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

And we ask you: 

 Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;  

 gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,  

 that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor are yours, 

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

 in your holy Church both now and forever. 

C) Amen. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C) Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,      

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread;  

Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lamb of God 



 

Communion 

Communion will be distributed by individual glass (red wine; white grape juice) if you are 

worshipping in person.  Gluten free wafters are also available. 

 

If you are worshipping at home, please commune yourself or one another with the words: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 

 

Music During Communion 

I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day - arr. Victor Labenske 

 

  

P)  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C) Amen.          

  

Post-Communion Prayer 

P)  Let us pray... God of light, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this supper 

we have feasted on your grace.  Send us forth into the world to be your holy people, 

revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C) Amen. 

  

 

The Benediction 

P)  May Christ, the bright and morning star, fill you with light and life this Christmas and 

always, and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C)  Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Carol: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!” 

 

 

Dismissal 

P)  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C)  Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude  

 

 

 



 

Please also join us on:  

 

Sunday, December 29 

Worship @ 10:00 am 

(In-person & live stream on Facebook) 
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