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+ + + THE GATHERING + + + 

 

Prelude   

Greetings and Announcements 

  

Opening Hymn: “O Come All Ye Faithful” (verses 1, 2 & 3) 



 

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C)  And also with you. 

 

P) Let us pray… Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the 

last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C) Amen. 

 

The Children’s Sermon 

  

The Blessing of the Nativity Scene 

P) O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the stable, 

we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with your holy presence and inspire us to 

help those who have no place to dwell. Be with us and help us to share Christ's love with all 

the world, for he is our light and salvation.  

C) Amen. 
  

Hymn: “Away in a Manger” 



 

The Reading of the Christmas Story 

  

Mary & Joseph Travel to Bethlehem:  Luke 2:1-5 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to 

their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 

  

The figures of Mary & Joseph are placed in the Nativity Scene. 

 

Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verses 1 & 2) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Birth of Jesus:  Luke 2:6-7  

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

  

The figure of Baby Jesus is placed in the Nativity Scene.   

 

Hymn: “Silent Night” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Angels Appear to the Shepherds:  Luke 2:8-14 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he favors!” 



 

 The figure of the Angel is placed in the Nativity Scene.  

 

Hymn: “Angels We Have Heard on High” (verses 1 & 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shepherds Visit the Christ Child: Luke 2:15-20  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

  

The figures of the Shepherds are placed in the Nativity Scene.  



 

Hymn: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” (verses 1 & 2) 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wise Men Visit Jesus: Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 

they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 



 

The figures of the Wise Men are placed in the Nativity Scene.    

 

Hymn: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” (verses 1 & 5) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Offering 

We encourage everyone to support our ministry together here at 

Prince of Peace!  If possible, please give electronically or through 

online banking. If you are worshipping live with us, you may also 

place your offering in the plate or scan this QR code to give 

electronically. Thank you for your continuing support of our ministry! 

 

The Offertory   

 

The Offering Response 

The offering is received at the Altar as the following hymn is sung. 

Hymn: “What Child is This?” (verses 1 & 3) 
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The Prayers 

P)  Rejoicing that the grace of God has been revealed in the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of 

the world, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation... 

  

Each petition concludes: 

P)  Lord, in your mercy, 

C)  hear our prayer.   

  

P)  Trusting in your mercy, O saving God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, 

through the one born among us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C)  Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

  

C) Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread;  

Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen 

  

 

The Benediction 

P)  May Christ, the bright and morning star, fill you with light and life this Christmas and 

always, and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C)  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Closing Carol: “Joy to the World” (verses 1,2 & 4) 

 

 

Dismissal 

P)  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C)  Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude 



 

Please also join us on:  

December 25 – Christmas Day 

Carols & Holy Communion @ 10:00 am (In-person & live stream on Facebook) 
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