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+++ THE GATHERING + + +

Prelude:

Opening Carol: “O Come All Ye Faithful”
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
bormn of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ve cit -1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1ty to God . . .. m... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni - te a-do - re mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O <come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let uwus a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2

Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade




P)  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C) And also with you.

The Hymn of Praise: “Angels We Have Heard on High”
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I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing-ing o'er the plains,

2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains 1n re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
Refrain
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol

P)  Letus pray... Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the
last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C) Amen.



+++ THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + + +

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will do this.

R) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

R) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.



b

The Gospel Acclamation: “Go Tell it on the Mountain’
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ‘rv - where;
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20 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is born!
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While shep-herds kept  their watch-ing o'er s1 - lent flocks by might,
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be - hold,through-out the heav-ens there shome a  ho - ly light.

Texn: Adncan Amencan spiriieal, refrain; Jobn W, Work Jr, 18721925, sanzas, alt,
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

P) The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke, the 2" Chapter.
C) Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And



suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When
the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

P) The Gospel of the Lord.
C) Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



The Hymn of the Day: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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1 Hark! The her - ald
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

an - gels sing,

“Glo - ry

to

the new - born Kking;

3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a Vvir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of skies;
Veiled in  flesh the God-head sce! Hail, in-car-nate de - 1 - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born  in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.

N Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915



THE PRAYERS

P)  Rejoicing that the grace of God has been revealed in the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of
the world, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Each petition concludes:
P)  Lord, in your mercy,
C)  hear our prayer.

P)  Trusting in your mercy, O saving God, we commend to you all for whom we pray,
through the one born among us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C) Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

P)  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C) And also with you.

The Offering
We encourage everyone to support our ministry together here at Prince of Peace! If possible,
please give electronically or through online banking. If you are worshipping live with us, you

may also place your offering in the plate or scan this QR code to give electronically. Thank you

[=]

for your continuing support of our ministry!
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The Offertory


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOYkge4D0pFlLC7QqrvsTftZskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0px9wEk3l8QsTc5dld-R5SaE=&

The Offering Response
The offering is received at the Altar as the following hymn is sung.

Hymn: “What Child is This?”" (verses 1 & 3)

i = ] :

 (gn) ) ) ) } )
\ 7 . .
J ' e _#1 7_
I What child is this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap i1s sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word 1s plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this 18 Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Dbabe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ 18 born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

Offertory Prayer
P)  Letus pray... Loving God, you sent your only Son to live among us, bringing us your
grace and truth. As we prepare to receive the gift of Christ's presence once again, all we
have to offer is what you have given us. Receive all that we have and all that we are to
your glory and for your service, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C) Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving

P)  The Lord be with you.

C) And also with you.

P)  Lift up your hearts.

C) Welift them to the Lord.

P)  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C) Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P)  Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder and mystery
of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of
your glory; that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san-na in the high-est.
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Bless-ed is he whocomes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na
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in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Text: “Sanctus,” tr. English Language Liturgical Consultation

Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com 800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.



The Eucharistic Prayer

P) We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,

whom you sent in this end of the ages

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,

inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things,

and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,

sent from heaven to a virgin's womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot

and was shown forth as your Son,

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will

and won for you a holy people.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,

we lift this bread and cup before you,

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.
And we ask you:

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;

gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church both now and forever.
C) Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer
P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C) Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion
Communion will be distributed by individual glass (red wine; white grape juice) if you are
worshipping in person. Gluten free wafters are also available.
If you are worshipping at home, please commune yourself or one another with the words:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Music During Communion

P)  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C) Amen.



(As we sing Silent Night, we will light our candles. To help keep the sanctuary wax-free, please
don’t tip them. You may keep your candle lit until the end of the service or extinguish it at the

The Post Communion Canticle: “Silent Night”

end of the song.)
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Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray... God of light, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this supper
we have feasted on your grace. Send us forth into the world to be your holy people,
revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Benediction
May Christ, the bright and morning star, fill you with light and life this Christmas and
always, and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.



Closing Carol: “Joy to the World”
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 18 come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - 1or reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns n -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her King; let ev - 1y heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’n and na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse 1s found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’'n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1s found.
love, and won - ders, won ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 17921872
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Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Dismissal



Special thanks to Monumental Brass Quintet for providing special music for us this
evening!

Please also join us on:
Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25
Worship @ 10:00 am
(In-person & live stream on Facebook)

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22939. Some song
lyrics are reprinted under CCLI License # 1427026. Some hymn texts and tunes are reprinted under One
License # A-709186. Some hymn text and tunes are reprinted under permission of New Dawn license
agreement. Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.


https://www.facebook.com/PoPGaithersburg

