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Holy Week Schedule 
Join us (and invite friends and 
family!) for Holy Week and Easter 
worship! Check out the signup sheet in 

the narthex to help with worship. 
 

Palm Sunday, March 29 at 10:00 am 
Worship (in person and live stream on Facebook) 
 

April 2 at 7:15 pm 
Maundy Thursday Service (in person and live 
stream on Facebook) 
 

April 3 at 7:15 pm 
Good Friday Service (in person and live stream on 
Facebook) 
 

April 4 at 5:00 pm 
Easter Vigil (in person only) This is our Second 
Saturday service; however, it is a different service 
from Sunday this month. 
 

April 5 at 10:00 am 
Easter Sunday service (in person and live stream 
on Facebook) 
 

Holy Week: https://poplutheran.org/worship-and-
music/holy-week-at-prince-of-peace/ 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
The Easter season wouldn’t be complete without 
the Annual Easter Egg Hunt! This year's Easter Egg 
hunt will be held on Easter Sunday morning, 
April 5, beginning at 11:00 am. Children are 
encouraged to bring a basket or bag to collect the 
eggs. If you would like to donate filled eggs for 
the hunt, please bring eggs filled with goodies on 
or before 10 am on Easter morning. Thank you for 
your continued support of the annual Easter egg 
hunt. If you have questions or need additional 
information, please contact Jon Conary. 
 
 

 

Blessing of the Quilts 
On Tuesday, April 7, we will hang the quilts in the 
sanctuary. On Sunday April 12, they will be 
blessed for their journey to their new home and on 
Friday, April 17 we will deliver them to the area 
Ingathering of quilts and kits for Lutheran World 
Relief. 
 

As you may know, the warehouse in New Windsor, 
where we have always taken our quilts and kits, 
has closed. We are now dependent on volunteers 
who offer to host an Ingathering. The closest one 
to us right now is in Columbia, Maryland for two 
days in April. A new adventure! Thank you to all 
who have created quilts, donated materials and 
prayed for us. Thank you. You are always 
welcome to join us on Tuesdays, from 10am - 
noon in the Fellowship Hall. 

       
 

 

Troop 1097B/G Eagle Project - Picnic 

Table Rebuild on April 11th and 

12th from 3-6pm 
Scouts BSA Troops 1097 B/G will be at Prince of 
Peace on the afternoons of April 11th and 12th from 
3-6pm to rebuild the picnic tables that are under 
the mulberry tree next to the patio. Kalliope 
Spielman will be coordinating the rebuild as her 
Eagle project. We will be all ready for yard sale 
and summer picnics! Huge thanks to Debbie Chan 
for coordinating the refresh and regrade of the 
picnic area under the trees with fresh mulch and 
using the removed topsoil to fix the tire ruts near 
the parking lot entrance. 
 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018j-MR823wIpPeyab7Bpi38Gm1wJ1X6Ni70vJ9qv8X4qnXGpv-D7GkFFUfYW6U35peZTuKngWZ3LPSm9LF1uvPbs4s4Gq2ae7w7z8wwxqLmvAmhamkplkwjF4S5gn1ZJbpP3o-k9xELpGn9e9uuBwwJa5HeQPS3tGvZBeBjCFJE-wQxEouFigbWeopBNFbqszFwZKKX6M1CWvU6q34ehIIg==&c=IrcwDMYJTpmdI2UweW34_MC4OtzR8cb9Gk3qqIZwBZwLwTbiJQ3-hg==&ch=tcJ9ApgnIKuzYb6KFJxwkd9CbdPxHNrBLAgbqn6u2ptheQ8oIVGXLQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018j-MR823wIpPeyab7Bpi38Gm1wJ1X6Ni70vJ9qv8X4qnXGpv-D7GkFFUfYW6U35pVHyuv9efalf3eFCkd5S_T3UGMzqlntGWbtPfmOBiYXxgW4yMKf7LQqAsHvwyQgCodza2YilvQWKbmGIkKOaRN7FULq8KLvv2p1rf3eBYP67QpEa2b5qL2g==&c=IrcwDMYJTpmdI2UweW34_MC4OtzR8cb9Gk3qqIZwBZwLwTbiJQ3-hg==&ch=tcJ9ApgnIKuzYb6KFJxwkd9CbdPxHNrBLAgbqn6u2ptheQ8oIVGXLQ==
https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Peace-Lutheran-Church-129128030434397/
https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Peace-Lutheran-Church-129128030434397/
https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Peace-Lutheran-Church-129128030434397/
https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Peace-Lutheran-Church-129128030434397/
https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Peace-Lutheran-Church-129128030434397/
https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Peace-Lutheran-Church-129128030434397/
https://www.facebook.com/Prince-of-Peace-Lutheran-Church-129128030434397/
https://poplutheran.org/worship-and-music/holy-week-at-prince-of-peace/
https://poplutheran.org/worship-and-music/holy-week-at-prince-of-peace/
mailto:drjon2018@gmail.com
https://troop1097.wildapricot.org/
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From Pastor 

Steve… 
Pastor Steve Buechler 
(pastor@poplutheran.org;    
301-869-3666) 
 
 
 

“God helps those who help themselves.” This is a 
quote that’s often attributed to Benjamin Franklin. 
But it’s not in the Bible. Jesus didn’t say it. And 
yet, there are many Christians who take it to heart 
as an article of faith. 
 
But Easter is a time when we remember the real 
point of our faith: God helps us even and especially 
when we CAN’T help ourselves. The Resurrection is 
the good news that God restores us to life even 
when we’re dead. The Resurrection is the good 
news that God changes things that we can’t, no 
matter how hard we work at it. The Resurrection is 
the good news that our future – and the future of 
the whole world – depends not on us, but on the 
God who made us and loves us. 
 
It is of course also true that pretty much 
everything Jesus calls us to do to live as his 
disciples can’t be done by – as Luther says in the 
Small Catechism – our own reason and strength. We 
do indeed need God’s help for everything we do. 
And knowing that God will help us is never an 
excuse to sit back and let God do the work God 
calls us to do. 
 
But our hope is not in our hard work. Our hope is 
not that God will give us superhuman strength if 
we try hard enough. Our hope is not that 
eventually we will evolve into a people who can 
bring about the salvation of this world. 
 
Our hope is in the God who helps us when we can’t 
help ourselves. Our hope is in the power of God, 
whose love and strength are greater than death. 
Our hope is in the Risen One who makes all things 
new even and especially when we can’t. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

April Highlights 
Every Sunday 
10:00 am Worship live and streamed on our 

Facebook Page 
11:00 am Sunday School* 
*No Sunday School 3/29 and 4/5 
 

Every Monday 
  7:00 pm Grace Notes Rehearsal  
 

Every Tuesday 
10:00 am Quilters  
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study  
 
 
Saturday Service - In order to provide an 

additional opportunity for worship apart from 

Sunday morning, we will hold 

a 5 pm Saturday service on 

one Saturday of each month. 

Our next service will be on 

Saturday, April 4. This 

service this month will be the Easter Vigil. 

 

COMING UP…  
March 
 29 Palm Sunday (pp 1, 6, 7) 
 29 No Sunday School (pp 2 , 6, 7) 
 
April 
  2 Maundy Thursday (pg 1) 
  3 Good Friday (pg 1) 
  4 Easter Vigil (pg 1) 
  5 Easter Sunday (pg 1) 
  5 Easter Egg Hunt (pg 1) 
  5 No Sunday School (pp 2, 6, 7) 
  6 Easter Monday 
  9 Women’s Book Group (pg 9) 
14 Church Council Meeting 
22 Earth Day 
22 Men’s Book Club (pg 8) 
 
May 
  4 Confirmation Meets 
  9 Saturday Worship Service 
10 Mother’s Day 
12 Church Council Meeting 
14 Women’s Book Group (pg 9) 
24-29 Yard Sale Prep (pg 3) 
25 Memorial Day 
30 Yard Sale! (pg 3) 
   
For a current calendar, see: 

https://poplutheran.org/church-calendars/ 

mailto:pastor@poplutheran.org
https://poplutheran.org/church-calendars/
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COUNCIL CORNER  

March 2026 Meeting 
Updates from the PoP Church Council 
 

Finances 
We had another good month financially in February 
- continued thanks to the congregation for your 
increased giving! 
 

Property 
Playground repairs are now complete. We will soon 
have a refreshed picnic table area, that will 
include mulch and new tables. There are also plans 
to replace the carpet in the sanctuary as the next 
Feast Fund project. 
 

Volunteers 
We encourage all members to become part of a 
serving team! 
Many hands make light work. See the Hot Jobs 
section for urgent opportunities or contact the 
Church Office to inquire about positions on other 
serving teams of interest. 
 

Thank you for the continued support from our 
members, and we welcome your input! 
 
Council met on March 10. You can read notes from 
that meeting (including the Pastor's and Treasurer's 
report) by clicking here. 
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS 
. . .My need was met because someone came and 
communicated . . . in words I could not express. 

Pastor John B. McGarvey 

PoP Members 
Alice Baur, Elizabeth Langum Chung, Elizabeth 
Cockerham, Brittany (DeGeorge) Daniel, Sherry 
Fischer, Laura Hampe Garofalo, Helen 
Griffith, Carmen Hooks-Hill, Roy Johnson, Mike & 
Remi Langum, Anne Lomperis, Kathy Mellott, Dick 
Moore, Heather Robinson, David & Martha Rogers, 
Sherry Schiebel, Nancy Swanson, Donna Von Wald, 
Emma Yanevskyy 
 

Sympathy 
Family of Chris Leidhecker  
     (relative of Diane & Mike Shell) 
 

Thanksgiving 
Birth of Lillian Colleen Garofalo,  
     daughter of Matteo and Laura (Hampe) Garofalo 
Birth of Brooks Thomas Kane,  
      son of Lauren (Rose) and Stephen Kane 
Wedding of Rachel Kasianowicz & Jose Monzon 

Ongoing 
The people of Ukraine and all those who are  
   suffering due to hatred, war, and acts of violence 

For racial justice and equality 

All those struggling with Covid-19 and their  
   Caregivers 

All those impacted by nature 
 

The complete Prayer List is available in the Weekly 
Email sent on Thursdays.  
 

An Easy way to support the PoP 

Prayer Ministry 
Pray regularly for those on the PoP Prayer List! 
Download a copy of the Prayer List from the 
Thursday Weekly Email or pick up a printed copy 
from the bulletin board in the narthex. All of us 
praying makes a difference! 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT 
Prince of Peace 

Farmers & Artisans Market 
 
Handmade, homegrown, and meant to be shared. 
 
Come support the launch of the new Prince of 
Peace Farmers and Artisans Market! Starting 
Thursday, May 7, local growers, bakers, and makers 
will gather at Prince of Peace every Thursday 
afternoon to sell their wares. 
 
It's free to attend — come browse, shop, and say 
hello to your neighbors while supporting our church 
community. 
 
 
WHEN 
Thursdays, 3:00–6:30 PM 
May 7 – November 19, 2026 
 
(except May 28) 
 
WHERE 
11900 Darnestown Rd, 
Gaithersburg 
Prince of Peace back parking lot 
 
 
INFO 
farmersmarket@poplutheran.org 
 
 

https://office@poplutheran.org/
https://uybvrvcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z4bQTFYtuGpiGa_4rcOZrf3K2opmUenq-eeDHCL8wH1DS-YcNr6UYU6W2UlL58yg7x81V9k7laHToBxzYMFXECd6-BnVpOdpjZQ1g7S6BGUjfVZI89LD5hur0yf0dQUx8DvWXXa3Tvm_nLrP4ibX83aseVZ3l2AevPVOitxREILodwjbVZMB7DrKKHqlay5qNEkZKKuMRmqli44Peku-FUyabLVwxlcjKcerfrD_pxk=&c=ZTS6w3sJeCmbwM7Cq3FD4_WoNB50Y9nHmUmIGALLay3A21YJNAN3yw==&ch=immqSgRMO1Iu3uhpPAfBwmmfSfcECOwQl2Z-rU070QMxCHbkXXNF3Q==
mailto:farmersmarket@poplutheran.org
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YARD SALE 
Saturday, May 30, 8 am – 1 pm 
Our annual opportunity to grow closer while 
reaching out to the surrounding community will be 
here before we know it.  
 
Watch for more information, including an 
updated Yard Sale Handbook for 2026, and sign-
ups. 
 
Coffee & Conversation (Adult Sunday School) is 
hosting a Yard Sale 101 / FAQ on Sunday, April 27. 
Come, find out more about what goes on behind 
the scenes, how you can help, and the answers to 
any other questions you may have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

VBS & Adult Bible Study 
VBS for Kids and Adults is back from Sunday, July 
19 through Thursday July 23, 6:30 to 8:30pm. 
Dinner is provided before the classes start (6:00 to 
6:30 pm). Pr. Steve will lead the adults in a Bible 
study based on the same lessons the children are 
learning.  
 
Kids, come visit and 
participate in 
various activities 
with a Snowball 
Mountain 
Challenge.  
 
Adults, come whether you have kids or not!  
 
Everyone, come any night you are available: 
Sunday or Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday or 
Thursday. Remaining handouts, kits, etc. will be 
available at the end if you miss a night. 
 
Keep your eyes open for information concerning 
registration which opens soon. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Honduras Mission Trip 2026! 
Prince of Peace will partner with non-profit, Haven 
Universe on a mission trip to serve various 
communities in Honduras from June 18-28, 2026. 
We are excited to support the following PoP 
members in this mission: Luke Dillon; Ric, Sherry, 
and Sydney Kienzle. Please keep these missionaries 
in your prayers in the weeks leading up to the trip! 
The itinerary will include planned medical brigades 
and construction projects for those living in remote 
communities. Donations are being accepted to fund 
these projects, and we give thanks for all the 
generous contributions thus far! If you are 
interested in learning more about how to support 
this year’s trip, please contact Ric or Sherry 
Kienzle. 

 

 

 

Juneteenth Celebration - "It's 

Our Story" 
Please join Prince of Peace and the other 
congregations of the Rt 28 Quince Orchard 

Interfaith Team on 
Friday, 6/19 at 7pm at 
the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day 
Saints - Kentlands Ward, 
located at 16 Kent 
Gardens Circle, directly 
across from Rachel 
Carson, ES. This year's 

celebration, It's Our Story: American History 
Belongs to us All, will focus on Montgomery 
County's 250th anniversary and the changes seen up 
and down Route 28 over that time, through gospel 
songs and more. Light refreshments will be served 
after the program. Hope that you can join us! 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/interfaith-team/home/
https://sites.google.com/view/interfaith-team/home/
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OTHER EVENTS 

Haven Universe “Saturday 

Night Alive!”  

 
Non-profit, Haven Universe has been partnering 
with Prince of Peace for several years and invites 
you to volunteer (or be a guest!) at HU “Saturday 
Night Alive.” These events are hosted for 
individuals with special needs and their families 
and friends, many of whom are adults that attend 
with their caregivers. 
“Saturday Night Alive” events 
will occur on the following 
dates from 3:00-5:00pm at 
Lakelands Park Middle School 
(1200 Main St, Gaithersburg): 
Apr. 18, May 16. Positions for 
potential volunteers include 
front desk check-in, AV tech setup/takedown, craft 
table, merchandise sales, or just mingling with 
participants. This is a chance to see God’s work 
through our hands. (High school students can also 
earn SSL hours by volunteering.) Contact Ric or 
Sherry Kienzle for questions. We hope you can join 
us to be a witness of Christ to others! 
 

Rest & Recharge on the Ridge 

(Mar-Lu-Ridge!)  

on April 26 from 2-5:30 pm 
Mar-Lu-Ridge is 
hosting this free 
event for you to find 
a quiet space to 
reconnect with 
nature, engage in a 
favorite creative 
hobby & recharge 
your soul. Hiking, 
mindfulness, yoga, 
hymn singing, arts & 
crafts, hammocks, 
nature activity 
guides, & a light 
meal at 4:30 pm. It’s 
always helpful to 
know folks are coming! Email mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org 
to RSVP. 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Church Giving Envelopes  

Envelopes for 2026 are available to all 
who would like them. They are located 
on the donation table in the Narthex. 
Please contact Helen Griffith if you 
have any questions. 
 

Online Giving 
It's easy and will make your life easier. Just go to 
the church webpage (poplutheran.org) and click 
the green Donate Online button. Giving online can 
help all of us easily provide consistent support for 
the church. Signup today! Online giving is a win for 
the church and for the congregation. Please 
contact Chris Michel (michel_christian@yahoo.com) 
or Kwame Mensah (mensahkn@gmail.com) with any 
questions. 
 

Electronic Giving 
To donate right now or become an E-
Giver, go to poplutheran.org or scan 
this QR code with your smart phone 
or tablet. Thanks for supporting the 
ministries of Prince of Peace! 
 

Time and Talent 
As we recognize all the blessings we have been 
given, we have the privilege of being a blessing to 
our church and others in our community! 
 

We are grateful for our church members who have 
given their talents to duties during Sunday 
services, social justice efforts, administrative and 
building tasks, service projects, Sunday 
school……the list goes on! We are encouraging ALL 
members of Prince of Peace to share that talent 
you have to contribute in some way to our church 
community. It takes every member to make a 

church!   Take a look below for various ways you 
can help. 
 

Use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.                                     1 Peter 4:10 
 

Prince of Peace is also grateful for the additional 
monetary contributions to replenish our General 
Operating fund. Council is encouraging each 
household to increase their giving by $20/mo to 
fund our operating budget. We are prayerful that 
we will look back and see that members rallied 
together and the church ended the year with a 
surplus!  
 

mailto:r.kienzle@yahoo.com
mailto:skienzle1@yahoo.com
https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/
mailto:mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org
mailto:HGRIFFITH22@GMAIL.COM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rHFNM1aRfZSTBOJddqwgWDQS23X_tjB4JzuDPzv81V02HcQudtSALkttGe3JsYQN9BS9ESE_57tyaXHx39aFiNaGnYcD_hsL3VmcT5-GTzVrUZzJZYAJIu5IMBmlFOutpVY4LcB6pIDnG5vm8HCPe7tzS3b9TB0zmTfENTWGYn8=&c=k6w6fJcGSiq5f5rKt6TjrSZmkTMnl0ppaY5MRWlW97EOcxRn1hOmwQ==&ch=2fegdWEToyiZWBUOm4zHz9pOKFoIp1blw4oiHx-DICx2aG3JYq8iwg==
http://poplutheran.org/
mailto:michel_christian@yahoo.com
mailto:mensahkn@gmail.com
http://www.poplutheran.org/


 
Page 6 

Give what you have decided in your heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver.                       2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

Thank you for your thoughtful commitment of 
time and talent this year! 

 

We Need You! 
Please consider contributing your talent – many 

hands make light work! Contact these coordinators 
with interest or for more information. 

 

Facebook Greeter (backup)             Martha Rogers 
Sunday Service                    office@poplutheran.org 
Be a presence/host online during Sunday morning 
service. Greet the online participant group and be 
on standby for any audio/visual streaming issues. 
 

Snow Removal Coordinator (Coordinator Needed) 
Coordinates with third-party vendor on removal of 
snow from church parking lot and walking areas (as 
needed/seasonal) 
 

Snacks                         Pamela Cook  
Sunday Service                     cook1082@verizon.net 
Bring snacks (cookies, etc.) for coffee hour held 
after Sunday service, (approx. 50-count.) 
 

Sound Board                  Jon Conary 
Sunday Service                      drjon2018@gmail.com 
Manage the church sound/audio board during 
Sunday service, ensuring audio is functioning 
successfully and camera is focused on appropriate 
sections of the sanctuary. 
 

Team Lead                Pastor Steve 
Sunday Service                   pastor@poplutheran.org 
Ensure each member of the Sunday serving team 
(or their substitute) is present for their role. Usher 
attendees to the alter at communion time. 
 

Greeters                Pastor Steve 
Sunday Service                   pastor@poplutheran.org 
Greet incoming members/visitors at the door for 
Sunday service. Suggest a name tag for visitors 
and/or have them sign the visitor book. 
 

Other              Sherry Kienzle 
                                            skienzle1@yahoo.com 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sunday School Schedule 
Sunday School will not be held on Palm Sunday, 
March 29 and Easter, April 5. We will resume the 
following week. From now until the end of the 
year, the PreK-K class will focus on stories about 
Jesus. The last class before the summer break 
will take place on May 17. 

Sunday School 
The PreK-K class has been enjoying the song “Deep 
and Wide” with Ms. Sonvy, using scarves for 
“water”. We have been focusing on the Old 
Testament and the story of the prophet Elijah.  In 
the pictures below, learners “passed the torch” to 
a friend, just like Elijah did to Elisha, when it was 
time for him to be taken up into heaven. For our 
craft we made a chariot of fire, and some very 
colorful horses! 

    
 

 
 

Elisha told the powerful Naaman to wash in the 
river seven times to be healed. At first, Naaman 
did not want to follow the instructions God 
conveyed through Elisha, but once he did, he 
realized God’s power. We talked about the 
instructions God gave us through the Ten 
Commandments, which Jesus summarized as loving 
God and loving one another. Then the learners 
painted Naaman bathing in the river. 

 
 

     

mailto:office@poplutheran.org
mailto:cook1082@verizon.net
mailto:drjon2018@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@poplutheran.org
mailto:pastor@poplutheran.org
mailto:skienzle1@yahoo.com
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ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Coffee and Conversation 
Join us weekly after services 
for the Coffee and 
Conversation hour at 11am in 
the sanctuary. Throughout the 
year, we will include service 
activities at the church, 

welcome speakers from outside organizations, and 
host group Bible study and conversation. To view 
schedule updates, or to sign up to lead a Bible 
study session this fall, please visit 
https://tinyurl.com/PoPAdultEd2025. We look 
forward to having you! 
Descriptions of the current upcoming “lessons” 
follow. 
 

March   
29   Palm Sunday, No Sunday School 
 
April 
  5   Easter Sunday, No Sunday School 
12   Speaker from MoCo's Dementia-Friendly  
       Initiative 
19   MCPD – Frauds and Scams presentation 
26   Yard Sale 101 / FAQ 
 
May 
  3   Adult Bible Study, Sherry Kienzle 
10   TBD 
17   Adult Bible Study, Sherry Kienzle 
 
Descriptions of Some of the Above Lessons 
April12 
Montgomery County's Dementia-Friendly 
Initiative 
Please join us as we welcome a speaker from the 
county's Dementia-Friendly Initiative. The initiative 
heightens awareness of dementia and equips the 
community to respond warmly and effectively 
when serving people living with dementia and their 
families.  
 
The talk will include -  
  • Learning about Alzheimer’s and other    
     types of dementia. 
  • Recognizing the signs of dementia. 
  • Tips for communicating and interacting 
     with a person who has dementia. 
  • Tips for creating a dementia-friendly  
     physical space. 
 
 
 

April 19 
Special Montgomery County Police Department  
Presentation on Frauds and Scams  
Please join us in welcoming Michael Conrad from 
MCPD to the Adult Coffee and Conversation hour 
for a special presentation on frauds and scams - 
how to protect yourself and loved ones. The 
presentation will cover some of the most common 
frauds and scams, discuss how to recognize them 
and prevention measures you can take, and then 
provide resources to use for recovery if you've been 
caught in a scam. There will be brochures and tip 
sheets available from MCPD as well. Hope to see 
you there! 
 

April 26 
Yard Sale 101 / FAQ 
Have you ever been curious about what happens 
behind the scenes with our big Yard Sale? Come 
attend this “Team Meeting” to find out. At this 
meeting, we will talk about what it’s like to be a 
dept head, sorter, pricer, or sales person on the 
day. We can show off our bartering skills, explain 
our logic for pricing and display and share stories. 
Whatever might help. Anyone can come. Hope to 
see you there. 
 

May 17 
Last day of Sunday School before the summer 
break. See you in September. 
 

Theology on Tap 
Join us for our next Theology on 
Tap session to talk about issues 
of faith. Pastor Steve leads one 
of these events each month. 
Check Weekly Email and the 
online worship notice for the 
next date and join us!  
 

PoP Women’s Bible Study 

The Women's Bible Study meets 
every Tuesday from 12:30-2pm. 
We are currently studying 1 
Corinthians.  
 

Two resources (not required) that might be helpful 
are 1 Corinthians (N. T. Wright for Everyone Bible 
Study Guides) and Paul for Everyone: 1 Corinthians 
(The New Testament for Everyone). They are both 
available through Amazon and Bookshop.org. 
Additional availability can be found through 
audible, Libby, and other sources at the library.  
 

If you have questions or need to join by Zoom, 
please contact Pastor Wendy Deeben. 

https://tinyurl.com/PoPAdultEd2025
mailto:pastorgracelutheranbowie@gmail.com
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MUSIC 
Grace Notes 
Is this the year to dust off your trumpet, trombone, 
saxophone, drums, guitar or other musical 
instrument and start playing again? Have you 
always wanted to sing or play with 
“the Band”? Grace Notes is looking for 
musicians and singers. We rehearse 
on Monday nights from 7:00 to 8:30 
pm and are working toward the goal 
of playing once a month during our 
worship service.  
 

Time commitment is rehearsal 3-4 times a month 
and playing at one Sunday service a month 
Contact Jon Conary for more information. 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRIES 
Gaithersburg HELP 
The number of Pantry clients is still high. Your 

ongoing food donations are very 
deeply appreciated. As always, any 
non-perishable food item finds a happy 
home. The more nutritious the better, 
of course. Beans, stews, canned fish, 

fruit and cereals are always in demand. 
 

As far as volunteer needs, 
drivers during daytime hours 
during the week and fluent 
Spanish speakers are too rare. 
Any help you may be able to 
provide would be great.  
 

For questions or to volunteer, please contact your 
POP Delegate, Hope Walker, 
Hope.Walker@GaithersburgHELP.org.. If you would 
like a tour of the Pantry on Muddy Branch Road, 
that can easily be arranged. The website is 
GaithersburgHelp.org for lots of great information 
 

Quilters 
Would you like to change the 
world for someone? Can you tie 
a knot or tear/cut a piece of 
cloth? Then join the Quilter’s 
group, Tuesday mornings from 
10:00 am till noon at the 
church or work from home. We 
also can use donations of cloth 
(cotton preferred). We are 

changing the world one quilt at a time! 
 

Contact Lisa Conary for more information. 

Fabric Donations Needed 

Do you have some fabric in your 
home that you are not going to 
use? The PoP Quilters are in 
need of fabric and sheets for 
quilts. We use sheets for the 
backing and other pieces of 
cloth for squares. Cotton is best 
but blends work as well. Please 
leave any fabric donations in the 
church office or music room.  
 

If you have questions, please contact Lisa Conary. 
 

Social Justice Ministry News 

Smash Office Equipment for Charity 

Have you ever wanted to smash your old, junky 
office equipment that never seems to do what you 
want? Well, here's your chance! 
 
Nauticon Office Solutions is hosting their first-ever 
Charity Smash at their location on 15878 Gaither 
Drive Gaithersburg, MD 20877.  This is a free event 
benefiting local organizations including 
the Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless. 
On Wednesday April 22 from 10:45am-3pm, 
participants will take out their frustrations in a 
rage-room style activity, smashing old computer 
equipment, and for every swing at one of the 
retired machines, Nauticon will donate $5 to local 
charities. 
 
Food trucks will be on-site, and Nauticon will be 
raffling thousands of dollars of prizes, including a 
$2,500 travel voucher. 
 
For more information and to register, visit 
Nauticon's website. 
https://nauticon.com/nauticons-charity-smash/ 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Book Club 

The next men’s book club will be held on 
Wednesday, April 22nd at 7 pm at the 
house of Dick Moore. The book is The 
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. 

 

 

mailto:drjon2018@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/42b25dc72e0e4b85/Desktop/Hope.Walker@GaithersburgHELP.org
https://d.docs.live.net/42b25dc72e0e4b85/Desktop/GaithersburgHelp.org
mailto:lconary@prodigy.net
mailto:lconary@prodigy.net
https://mcch.net/
https://fe8d4xcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbyDcdgVEPgChBaxSysszRPprR7M980zu48blLXOGRzHSMfAuWcfeKj0tWVwUsHVW6bAEZibH3UuhV-vmyaEGFRAilNItarNFqf_QiWR9pGIpJ2BXlKIijFYSyGb86oMpbWdthENolvOo1qnLM3uMdBebxvP0hRmkVCmcAsQ6dzfP2B0NPtr_aCTTDm7Ru3P&c=Lnw6ZLUFDVVHwdA0EteHCqu2RNwWTFmgvJfSiELJGcf0Mut55IscWw==&ch=S4zi2bFcypZwv79IpMPAaEb5TvtLgyDaCgij4_fuip7xXFZo47F9OQ==
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Women’s Book Group 
On Thursday, April 9th at 7:30 pm, the Women's 
Book Group will be discussing James by Percival 
Everett at the home of Susan Victor. The Book 
Group is open to all PoP women. Please contact 
Kathy Mellott at ufda_gal@yahoo.com for further 
information. 
 
Future Book Selections and Hosts 
May 8 The Glassmaker 
 By T. Chevalier 
 host Alice Benson 
June 11 The Choice 
 By E.E. Egar 
 host Nancy Wolejsza 
July 9 The Hazelbourne Ladies Motorcycle and 

 Flying Club 
 By H. Simonson 
 host Judy Bruening 
August 13 Mother, Daughter, Traitor, Spy 
 By S.E. MacNeil 
 TBD 
 

RECENT EVENTS 

LENTEN EVENINGS 

Visit from Stepping Stones Family 

Shelter in Rockville 
Before the March 4th Holden Evening prayer service, 
PoP members were able to hear directly from 
Stepping Stones' Director of Community 
Engagement, Marcedes Brandt, about the impact 
that the Prince of Peace dinner donations and 
Lenten sharing bags have for the clients that they 
serve. 
 
Stepping Stones is a non-profit family shelter 
located in Rockville, that serves families 
experiencing homelessness, both single parent and 
two parent households. 
Some of the households 
served can be quite 
large, with 6-8 children. 
In addition to providing 
food and shelter, 
Stepping Stones also 
supports families with 
individualized case 
management, 
employment and housing 
support, life skills and 
financial literacy guidance, childcare, legal help 
when needed, and mental and physical healthcare. 
One of the happiest occurrences is when a family is 

able to move from the shelter into permanent 
housing - Stepping Stones helps with providing 
move-in kits for families, including everything from 
shower kits to toasters. 
 

If you feel moved to help support Stepping Stones, 
in addition to the dinners and Lenten Sharing bags, 
their list at 
https://steppingstonesshelter.org/how-you-can-
help/donate-in-kind-goods/ includes a link to their 
Amazon wish list, as well as other items needed on 
a regular basis. Financial donations can be made at 
https://www.mygiving.net/DonateButtonV1/steppi
ngstones 
 

Visit from Pastor Christine - Update 

on the Work at Lutheran Social 

Services 
We enjoyed a visit from Pastor Christine before the 
March 18th Holden Evening prayer service, to hear 
about the new ways that LSS is serving the 
community including Dignity Behavior Health, 
Dignity Immigration Legal Services, and Dignity 
Thrift opening later this spring. All of these 
professional services are open to the entire 
community to use (not just limited to LSS clients), 
at very accessible costs. Pastor Christine also 
mentioned a need for additional foster parents in 
the DMV, and especially for homes that provide 
foster respite care. LSS's primary requirement is 
the ability to love a child - married couples, same-
sex couples, single people, homeowners and 
renters, and people new to parenting are all 
eligible to foster children. 

  
 

  
 

mailto:ufda_gal@yahoo.com
http://www.steppingstonesshelter.org/
http://www.steppingstonesshelter.org/
https://steppingstonesshelter.org/how-you-can-help/donate-in-kind-goods/
https://steppingstonesshelter.org/how-you-can-help/donate-in-kind-goods/
https://www.mygiving.net/DonateButtonV1/steppingstones
https://www.mygiving.net/DonateButtonV1/steppingstones
https://lssnca.org/
https://lssnca.org/
https://lssnca.org/programs/dignity-behavioral-health/
https://lssnca.org/programs/immigration-legal-services/
https://lssnca.org/programs/dignity-thrift.html
https://lssnca.org/programs/dignity-thrift.html
https://lssnca.org/programs/family-youth/foster-care/
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POP OFFICE 
Office Hours 
Our office is now being staffed by Martha Rogers on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, from 
9:30 am – 1:30 pm. However, it is always possible 
to: 
 

• Call or email the office (or the Pastor directly) 
– we will be monitoring email and voicemail 
daily, so it’s always possible to contact us; 
 

• Drop off food for Gaithersburg HELP at the 
church – the bins continue to be located 
outside each door under the covered walkways. 
 

• Send offering checks to the church (although 
we’re encouraging online donations if you can 
do that.) 

 

Recycling Toner/Ink Cartridges 
Please continue saving used ink & toner 
cartridges for PoP. We still recycle them 
for store credit on office 
supplies. You can leave 

them in the box in the Narthex or in 
the labeled bin on the "Give & Take" 
table outside the back door.  
 

Lost and Found 
Have you misplaced or lost something after 
attending a service or event at PoP? We do have a 
Lost and Found box. It is currently located in the 
office with a variety of items 
to be found in it. Included are 
two coats which are hanging up 
in the closet near the 
sanctuary. If you are unable to 
come check at a time the office is open, send an 
email to office@poplutheran.org and the secretary 
will check to see if the item is there. These items 
will be included in the next Yard Sale if they are 
not claimed by then. 
 

Sunday Service Extras 
Prince of Peace is in full bloom 
with fresh flower arrangements 
on Sundays!! Please help us by 
ordering an arrangement. The 
cost will be $40.00. There is a 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Pamela Cook at 301-806-
8016 (call or text). 
 

Snack after Sunday Service is back! If you are 
interested in helping, there is a 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
Thank you for all your help! If 
you have any questions, you can 
contact Pamela Cook at 301-806-
8016 (call or text). 
 

ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE 
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God's hope, 

healing and renewal to people whose lives have 

been disrupted by disasters in the United States 

and around the world. With wildfires, hurricanes, 

flooding, and earthquakes, there are many 

immediate needs here and around the world. Most 

current for many of us is the continuation of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, Afghan and Ukrainian refugees, 

and the war in Ukraine. Visit the ELCA Disaster 

Response webpage (https://elca.org/disaster) to 

donate or learn more about how you can help. 

 

THINK ABOUT IT 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die.” 

John 11:25 
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