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+ + + THE GATHERING + + + 

Prelude:  Precious Lord, Take My Hand - Thomas A. Dorsey 

 

Greetings & Announcements 

 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P)  Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the Father, 

and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C)  Amen. 

 

P)  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

P)  Merciful God, 

C)  we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

and are not worthy to be called your children. 

Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways. 

Bring us back to you as those who once were dead but now have life, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

  

P)  The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love.  Through the Holy Spirit, God gives life, freedom from the power of sin, and 

resurrection from the dead.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Live in newness of life. 

C)  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Opening Hymn: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

 

 

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C)  And also with you. 

 

Kyrie 



 

P) Let us pray … Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and  

       death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in  

       Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

       Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C) Amen. 

 

Hand Bell Choir Anthem 

What Wondrous Love Is This? - arr. Linda Lamb 

 

 

+ + + THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + + + 

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones 

live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, 

and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these 

bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 

 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews 

on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 

says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 

they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 

from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 

know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 

then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD." 

 

R)  The Word of the Lord.   

C) Thanks be to God. 



 

Psalm:  Psalm 130 (Read responsively by whole verse) 

Out of the depths 

 I cry to you, O LORD; 

O LORD, hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

If you were to keep watch over sins, 

 O LORD, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, 

 in order that you may be feared.   

I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 

 in your word is my hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord  

more than those who keep watch for the morning, 

 more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 

 with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 

For the LORD shall redeem Israel 

 from all their sins.    

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 

reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law — 

indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of 

him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 

life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

R)  The Word of the Lord.   

C)  Thanks be to God. 



 

The Gospel Acclamation 

 

P)  The Holy Gospel According to St. John, the 11th Chapter. 

C)  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  

Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 

brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." 

But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, 

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 

and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 

the place where he was. 

  Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." The disciples said to 

him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?"  Jesus 

answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world.  But those who walk at night stumble, because 

the light is not in them." After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 

but I am going there to awaken him." The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 

he will be all right." Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 

was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I 

am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him."  Thomas, who was 

called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 



 

  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.  Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will  

give you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha 

said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." Jesus said to her, 

"I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" She said to 

him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 

world." 

             When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." And when she heard it, she got up 

quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 

where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 

get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 

tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 

said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 

deeply moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 

Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" But some of them said, "Could 

not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 

  Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her, 

"Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that 

you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 

may believe that you sent me." When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, 

come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." Many of the Jews 

therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

P)   The Gospel of the Lord.   

C)  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

 



 

Hymn: “I Am the Bread of Life” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nicene Creed 

C) We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven;  

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again  

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE PRAYERS 

P)   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs. 

 

Each petition concludes:        

P) Lord, in your mercy, 

C)  Hear our prayer. 

 

P)  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C)  Amen. 

 

The Sharing of the Peace 

P)  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C)  And also with you. 

 

The Offering 

We encourage everyone to support our ministry together here at Prince of Peace!  If possible, 

please give electronically or through online banking. If you are worshipping live with us, you 

may also place your offering in the plate or scan this QR code to give electronically. Thank you 

for your continuing support of our ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory 

Partake the Bread of the World - arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

P)  Let us pray... Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 

nourish your whole creation.  Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that 

all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

C) Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

  

P) The Lord be with you. 

C) And also with you. 

P) Lift up your hearts. 

C) We lift them to the Lord. 

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C) It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

P) It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid your people cleanse 

their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  Renew our zeal in faith and life, 

and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God.  And so, with the 

Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

 

 

 



 

The Eucharistic Prayer for Lent 

 

P)  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father, 

 throughout the ages, you act to save and guide your people, 

 and so together with all your people and all your creation 

 we bless and magnify you and give you thanks. 

You led your people Israel through the desert. 

 You fed them with bread from heaven 

 and provided them with water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock, our Water, and our Bread, 

 who joined us in our desert, 

 pouring out his life for the life of the world. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, 

 his life, death, and resurrection, 

 we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this bread and cup 

 and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

 wash away our sin and renew our faith, 

 that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in your holy Church, 

 both now and forever. 

C) Amen. 

 

 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C) Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,      

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread;  

Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 



 

Communion 

Communion will be distributed by individual glass (red wine; white grape juice) if you are 

worshipping in person.  Gluten free wafters are also available. 

 

If you are worshipping at home, please commune yourself or one another with the words: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 

Music During Communion 

  What Wondrous Love Is This? - Jeff Bennett 

 

P)  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C) Amen.          

  

Post-Communion Prayer 

P)  Let us pray... Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain us 

in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 

peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C) Amen. 

  

The Benediction 

P)  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C)  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Hymn: “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 

 

Dismissal 

P) Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C) Thanks be to God!  

 

Postlude 



 

Please also join us on:  

Wednesday, March 25 

Lenten Evening Prayer @ 7:15 pm 

(in-person & live stream on Facebook) 

 

Sunday, March 29 (Palm/Passion Sunday) 

Worship @ 10:00 am 

(in-person & live stream on Facebook) 

Sunday School @ 11:00 am 

 

Holy Week 

(In-person or live stream on Facebook) 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 @ 7:15 pm 

Good Friday, April 3 @ 7:15 pm 

 

Holy Saturday, April 4 

Saturday Service (Short Easter Vigil) @ 5 pm (in-person only) 

 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

 (In-person or live stream on Facebook) 

Worship @ 10 am 

Easter Egg Hunt @ 11 am 

 

Come join us in person or livestream for our final mid-week services of Holden Evening 

Prayer this Wednesday, March 25 at 7:15 pm. There will be Wine & Cheese preceding the 

service beginning at 6:15 pm.  

 

If you would like to donate flowers for Easter Sunday, please fill out the form at church or 

email the office by Sunday, March 29. Lilies are $15. Hyacinths are $11. 

 

Lenten Sharing Bags for Stepping Stones Shelter are due next Sunday! We are collecting 

laundry pods, Lysol multi-surface cleaner and wipes, and Ziploc bags – all sizes.  

 

This year's Easter Egg hunt will be held on Easter Sunday morning, April 5, beginning at 

11:00 am. Children are encouraged to bring a basket or bag to collect the eggs. Eggs to be filled 

can be found in the Narthex. If you would like to donate filled eggs for the hunt, please 

bring eggs filled with goodies on or before 10 am on Easter morning. Thank you for your 

https://www.facebook.com/PoPGaithersburg
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continued support of the annual Easter egg hunt. If you have questions or need additional 

information, please contact Jon Conary. 

 

Blessing of the Quilts - On April 7, we will hang the quilts in the sanctuary. On the 12th, they 

will be blessed for their journey to their new home and on the 17th, we will deliver them to the 

area Ingathering of quilts and kits for Lutheran World Relief. 

 

Join us weekly after services for the Coffee and Conversation hour after Sunday services, 

in the sanctuary. To view the schedule, or to sign up to lead a Bible study session this fall, 

please visit https://tinyurl.com/PoPAdultEd2025. We look forward to having you! 

 

Haven Universe “Saturday Night Alive!” These events are hosted for individuals with special 

needs and their families and friends, many of whom are adults that attend with their caregivers 

on the following dates from 3:00-5:00pm at Lakelands Park Middle School: Apr. 18, May 

16. Positions for potential volunteers include front desk check-in, AV tech setup/takedown, 

craft table, merchandise sales, or just mingling with participants. (High school students can also 

earn SSL hours by volunteering.) Contact Ric or Sherry Kienzle for questions.  

 

Food for Thought: Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge him. As 

surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring 

rains that water the earth.     Hosea 6:3 

 

Prince of Peace welcomes people as they are and embraces all the dimensions of diversity in 

which God has made us: race, gender identity, sexual orientation, family structure, physical 

ability, and cultural and religious backgrounds, among others. We are all loved by God. 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings 

Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 31:9–16; Philippians 2:5–11; Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 

 

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright  Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22939.  Some song 

lyrics are reprinted under CCLI License # 1427026.   Some hymn texts and tunes are reprinted under One 

License # A-709186.  Some hymn text and tunes are reprinted under permission of New Dawn license 

agreement.  Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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