September 27, 2026 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
11900 Darnestown Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20878-2210
(301) 869-3666 (Voice) / (301) 869-8702 (Fax)
www.poplutheran.org / office@poplutheran.org

The Rev. Steven A. Buechler, Senior Pastor
Danielle Drobny, Pianist & Music Coordinator
Martha Rogers, Administrative Secretary

Welcome to Prince of Peace! This morning’s complete service is printed in this booklet.
A supervised nursery is available during the worship service.
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Prelude: Your Grace Is Enough - arr. Carol Tornquist
Greetings & Announcements
Opening Hymn: “God Is Here!”
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P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C) And also with you.



Hymn of Praise
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P)  Letuspray... God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us; and guide us in the way of
salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C) Amen.

Handbell Choir Anthem
Celebration No. 1 in C Major — Michael R. Keller

++ + THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + + +

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge"?
As 1 live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins that shall die.

Yet you say, "The way of the LORD is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered
and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the LORD is unfair." O house of Israel,
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin.
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

R) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 (Read responsively by whole verse)
To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13
If then there 1s any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name



that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

R) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Congregation:
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P) The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew, the 21°" Chapter.
C) Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then



I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From
heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,'
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do
not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.

What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'l will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. The
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'l go, sir'; but he did not go.
Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

P) The Gospel of the Lord.
C) Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn: “One Bread, One Body”
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Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, si
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publicatiens, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Apostles’ Creed

C) I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
P)  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to
their needs.

Each petition concludes:
P)  Lord, in your mercy,
C) Hear our prayer.

P) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C) Amen.

P)  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A brief silence



P)  Gracious God,

C) have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P)  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C) Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace
P)  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C) And also with you.

The Offering

We encourage everyone to support our ministry together here at Prince of Peace! If possible,
please give electronically or through online banking. If you are worshipping live with us, you
may also place your offering in the plate or scan this QR code to give electronically. Thank you
for your continuing support of our ministry!
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The Offertory
Christ Is Enough - arr. James Koerts

Offertory Prayer
P)  Letus pray... God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of
all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
C) Amen.
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P)  The Lord be with you.

C) And also with you.

P)  Lift up your hearts.

C) Welift them to the Lord.

P)  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C) Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P)  Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and

The Great Thanksgiving

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




The Eucharistic Prayer

P)  Holy God, mighty Lord, Gracious Father,
in the beginning you created heaven and earth.
You gave us the gift of life, and you blessed us with your Spirit,
so that we might have life abundantly.

You loved us throughout the ages,
for even when our sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills, to take our sins upon himself,
and to form us again into your people.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing, his self-offering on the Cross,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when Christ will come again
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Send your Spirit upon us and upon these gifts:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with your Son, the Bread of life.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer
P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C) Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Communion
Communion will be distributed by individual glass (red wine; white grape juice) if you are
worshipping in person. Gluten free wafters are also available.

If you are worshipping at home, please commune yourself or one another with the words:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Music During Communion
Goodness of God - Ed Cash and Ben Fielding

P)  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C) Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P)  Letus pray... O God of love, you bind us to yourself in this sacrament, and strengthen us
through this meal for service to the world. Guide us by your Spirit, that we may forever
witness to the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C) Amen.

The Benediction
P)  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C) Amen.



Closing Hymn: “On Our Way Rejoicing”
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879
Dismissal

P)  Goinpeace. Serve the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.




Postlude
Special thanks to Pr. Cindy Baskin for preaching and leading worship this morning!

Please also join us on:
Sunday, October 4
Worship @ 10:00 am
(in person & live stream on Facebook)

Next Sunday’s Readings
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7—15; Philippians 3:4b—14; Matthew 21:33-46

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22939. Some song
lyrics are reprinted under CCLI License # 1427026. Some hymn texts and tunes are reprinted under One
License # A-709186. Some hymn text and tunes are reprinted under permission of New Dawn license
agreement. Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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