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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

11900 Darnestown Road 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878-2210 
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www.poplutheran.org  / office@poplutheran.org  

  

The Rev. Steven A. Buechler, Senior Pastor 

Danielle Drobny, Pianist & Music Coordinator 

Martha Rogers, Administrative Secretary 

 

Welcome to Prince of Peace!  This morning’s complete service is printed in this booklet.   

A supervised nursery is available during the worship service. 
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Prelude 

Greetings & Announcements 

Opening Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C)  And also with you. 



 

Hymn of Praise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P) Let us pray … Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your 

faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 

temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving 

peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C) Amen. 

 

Handbell Choir Anthem 

Celebration in G - by Michael R. Keller 

 

+ + + THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + + + 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD.  But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I 

will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  No longer 

shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

remember their sin no more. 

 

R) The Word of the Lord.   

C) Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm:  Psalm 46 (Read responsively by whole verse) 

God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

though its waters rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

 God shall help it at the break of day.  



 

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

"Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth." 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

  

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  For “no 

human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 

comes the knowledge of sin.  But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 

in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  Then what becomes of boasting? 

It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.  For we hold that a 

person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

R) The Word of the Lord.   

C) Thanks be to God. 



 

Gospel Acclamation 

P) The Holy Gospel According to St. John, the 8th Chapter. 

C) Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 8:31-36  

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 

truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”  They 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 

do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell 

you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.  The slave does not have a permanent place in 

the household; the son has a place there forever.  So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 

indeed.” 

 

P)  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C) Praise to you, O Christ.  

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

 

Reading of Faith Statements 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn: “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 

 

 

 

 



 

+ + + THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION + + + 

 

These persons have been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public affirmation 

of their Baptism: 

Elizabeth Carolyn Bardill 

Samuel Lyle Gibson 

Garrett Reed Hillman 

Athena Lew Huen 

Adrian Kwaku Mensah 

Raymond Del Spivak 

Aubrey Helene Taylor 

Garrett Delbert Webb 

 

The Pastor addresses the Confirmands: 

P) Dear friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public profession of your faith and 

assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its mission in the 

world. 

 

The Pastor addresses the Parents: 

Parents, when your children were baptized, sacred promises were made by you: 

 + to faithfully bring them to the services of God’s house; 

 + to teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments; 

 + to place in their hands the holy Scriptures and  

 + to provide for their instruction in the Christian faith. 

 

Encouraging your children to participate in the confirmation program is just one of the ways 

you fulfill these baptismal promises.  Will you continue to support these and all young people 

as they grow in Christian faith?   

 

R) Yes, by the help of God. 

 

The Pastor again addresses the Confirmands: 

P) Dear Friends in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made 

you members of his Church. In the community of God's people, you have learned from 

his Word God's loving purpose for you and all creation. You have been nourished at his 

holy table and called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 



 

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

R) I do. 

P) Do you believe in God the Father? 

C) I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P) Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C) I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P) Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C) I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

P) Let us pray for those who are affirming their baptism, for all the baptized people of God 

in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs... 

 A brief silence. 

 

Each petition concludes: 

A)  Lord, in your mercy, 

C) hear our prayer. 



 

 

P) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C) Amen 

 

The Pastor addresses those making affirmation. 

P) You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 

God made with you in Holy Baptism: 

 to live among God's faithful people, 

 to hear his Word and share in his supper, 

 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

 to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 

 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 

Each person answers in turn: 

R) I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

P) Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept so that prayer may be made for those making affirmation 

 

P) Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these young people your 

own. You forgave them all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to 

strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C) Amen. 

 

 

 

The Pastor lays hands on the head of each person as they kneel: 

P) Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, stir up in [name] the gift of your Holy  

 Spirit; confirm his/her faith, guide his/her life, empower him/her in his 

 serving, give him/her patience in suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life.  

   

 Each person answers: "Amen." 

 

 



 

The Sharing of the Peace 

P)  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C)  And also with you. 

 

The Offering 

We encourage everyone to support our ministry together here at Prince of Peace!  If possible, 

please give electronically or through online banking. If you are worshipping live with us, you 

may also place your offering in the plate or scan this QR code to give electronically. Thank you 

for your continuing support of our ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

P) Let us pray... God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 

hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of 

all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.   

C) Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

  

P) The Lord be with you. 

C) And also with you. 

P) Lift up your hearts. 

C) We lift them to the Lord. 

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C) It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

P)  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 



 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

P) Holy God, mighty Lord, Gracious Father, 

 in the beginning you created heaven and earth. 

 You gave us the gift of life, and you blessed us with your Spirit, 

 so that we might have life abundantly. 

You loved us throughout the ages, 

 for even when our sin had scarred the world, 

 you sent your Son to heal our ills, to take our sins upon himself, 

 and to form us again into your people. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore,  

 his acts of healing, his self-offering on the Cross, 

 and his victory over death, 

 we await that day when Christ will come again 

 to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Send your Spirit upon us and upon these gifts: 

 as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

 so let your Church be gathered 

 from the ends of the earth, 

 that all may be fed with your Son, the Bread of life. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in your holy Church, 

 both now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C) Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,      

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread;  

Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lamb of God 



 

Communion 

Communion will be distributed by individual glass (red wine; white grape juice) if you are 

worshipping in person.  Gluten free wafters are also available. 

 

If you are worshipping at home, please commune yourself or one another with the words: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 

 

Music During Communion 

 

 

P)  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C) Amen.          

  

Post-Communion Prayer 

A)  Let us pray... O God of love, you bind us to yourself in this sacrament, and strengthen us 

through this meal for service to the world.  Guide us by your Spirit, that we may forever 

witness to the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C) Amen. 

 

The Benediction 

P)   Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C)  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dismissal 

P) Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C) Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude  

 

This morning we celebrate the Confirmation of: Beth Bardill, Sam Gibson, Garrett 

Hillman, Athena Huen, Adrian Mensah, Ray Spivak, Aubrey Taylor and Garrett Webb! 

 

Special thanks to Monumental Brass Quintet for providing special music for us this 

morning! 

 

Altar flowers are given by the Register family in celebration of our Confirmands. 

 

Please also join us on:  

Sunday, November 1 – All Saints Sunday 

Worship @ 10:00 am 

(in person & live stream on Facebook) 

 

Sunday School @ 11:00 am 

 

On All Saints' Day, November 1, we will celebrate one of the oldest festivals of the 

Church. During worship there will be a time to remember family and friends who have gone 

before us. If there are some special people you would like to remember on this day, please 

submit their names to the Church Office and their names will be spoken during the service. 

Please include your name, their name(s), relationship to you, and whether the passing occurred 

in the past year. The paper form for turning in the information can be found on the credenza in 

the Narthex. Please submit names by Monday, October 26. 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT AT THE FARMERS MARKET! - Calling All Halloween Lovers! 

Let's make this Halloween a little sweeter! Bring the kids in their favorite costumes for a 

spooktacular afternoon of trick-or-treating with our wonderful farmers market vendors! WANT 

TO JOIN THE FUN? Decorate your trunk, stock up on treats, and help us create a frightfully 

fun Halloween experience! We'd love to have you participate! Costumes • Candy • Creative 

Trunks • Family Fun! Visit the Market Vendors’ stands. They’ll have plenty of Candy too!! 

October 29th, 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM Show off your Halloween spirit and make some boo-tiful 

memories with us! Let's fill the farmers market with Halloween magic! We can't wait to see you 

there! Contact Pamela Cook for more info. 

https://www.facebook.com/PoPGaithersburg
mailto:office@poplutheran.org


 

 

LWR Quilt Raffle Is Back - The sanctuary will soon be decorated with unique and colorful 

quilts, and the quilters are raffling off one quilt – the quilt of your choice.  Funds will be 

donated to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) for the cost of transporting, processing, storing, and 

delivering the quilts far and near – approximately $4 per item. Raffle tickets ($5 per ticket, 5 

for $20) will be on sale Sunday November 1st and November 8th.  The winner will be 

announced Sunday, November 15th.  Contact Jennifer Maloney or Lisa Conary for more 

information. 

 

Prince of Peace will again support seven local families this Thanksgiving with full holiday 

meal fixings and grocery gift cards. We expect to receive our assigned families in early 

November. Our most immediate need is for volunteers to serve as family contacts, making two 

brief phone calls to learn about dietary needs and confirm delivery times. Spanish-speaking 

volunteers are especially needed. To help, please sign up on SignUpGenius or email Cherie. 

Any additional Thanksgiving donations will support the City of Gaithersburg’s 

Christmas/Holiday Party, where each child receives a $25 gift card. City representatives have 

expressed deep gratitude for Prince of Peace’s ongoing support. 

 

Meet UCMA - Up-County Mutual Aid - on Sunday, November 8 after the service - Curious 

about UCMA and the MoCo Immigrant Rights Collective? Wanting to find out more about 

opportunities to help neighboring families with food and other essential goods? Then this event 

is for you! Nancy Hadad, one of the organizers of the Saturday morning food sorting and 

distribution efforts at Prince of Peace will join us for the coffee and conversation hour to talk 

about UCMA's work and the growing need for services in the county. Hope you can join us! 

 

Join us weekly after services for the Coffee and Conversation hour after Sunday services, 

in the sanctuary. To view the schedule, or to sign up to lead a Bible study session this fall, 

please visit https://tinyurl.com/PoPAdultEd26to27. We look forward to having you! 

 

Calling all Middle and High School Students! Registration is now open for the Middle 

School/High School Event at Skycroft Retreat Center in Middletown, MD on November 

20-22, 2026. The theme of this year's retreat is "Lost and Found." Please register by clicking 

here (our Synod is DC-Metro and Primary Adult Leader is Laura Dillon). Cost is $200 and 

registration closes November 6. Please contact Laura Dillon (or 410-562-6942) with any 

questions and let her know if you register so we can arrange carpools from church. 

 

Men's Book Club will meet on November 12th at Dick Moore's house at 7 pm. The book this 

month is The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A4EADA729A3FA7-66059023-thanksgiving#/
mailto:cdegeorge@aol.com
https://tinyurl.com/PoPAdultEd26to27
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/mshsevent2026/event/mshsevent/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/mshsevent2026/event/mshsevent/
mailto:laldillon@yahoo.com


 

Cookies, Cards and Community - Please stay after the Saturday service on November 14th for 

an evening of fellowship and service.  Everyone (adults, teens, and younger kids) is welcome.  

We’ll have several service projects to complete and pizza, snacks, and beverages to enjoy. So, 

mark Saturday, November 14th at 6 pm on your calendar and watch for updates in the bulletin.  

Students can earn SSL hours.  For more information, contact Jennifer Maloney at 

Maloney.jenn@gmail.com.  

 

Prince of Peace Farmers & Artisans Market is now being held each Thursday through 

November 19 from 3:30 – 6:30 pm. Come browse and shop through and say hello to the local 

growers, bakers, makers, and your neighbors while supporting our church community. Sign up 

to volunteer at our Farmers and Artisans Market by clicking here.  

 

GIVING TREE - Prince of Peace is participating in the Giving Tree program with Brown 

Station Elementary School in Gaithersburg providing selected students and their siblings with 

holiday gifts. The school identifies a few families that need some help for the holidays and then 

sends us the wish list from the kids. Then we shop! There will be a Sign-Up Genius available in 

mid-November. A box for the gifts will be in the Narthex starting on Sunday, November 

29th. The deadline for bringing gifts to church is Sunday, December 13, 11:00 am. Please 

be on the lookout for details in Thursday issues of This Week at Prince of Peace, Sunday 

bulletins, and in Glad Tidings. Contact Kathy Mellott with questions at ufda_gal@yahoo.com 

or 240-899-8029. 

 

JACKET DRIVE - Prince of Peace will be collecting gently used or new jackets, mittens, and 

gloves to give to students at Brown Station Elementary School (sizes 10-14 and, a few smaller 

sizes needed, 4T-8). This year, we will also donate to the City of Gaithersburg Community 

Services (babies to adult sized jackets/coats). There will be a donation box in the Narthex 

starting on November 8th and will remain there for a couple of months. Contact Kathy Mellott 

with questions at ufda_gal@yahoo.com or Jennifer Maloney at maloney.jenn@gmail.com. 

 

Honduras Mission 2027! We are already gearing up to form another Honduras Mission team 

for 2027! We are excited to continue extending our services and resources to these communities 

in need. Tentative trip dates are June 18-28, 2027. An interest meeting/Q&A will take place on 

Saturday, November 21st at 8:00 am at the headquarters of Haven Universe, our mission 

partners. Please contact Ric or Sherry Kienzle for the location of the meeting, or if you are 

unable to attend but would like more information. 

 

Haven Universe “Saturday Night Alive!” - These events are hosted for individuals with 

special needs and their families and friends, many of whom are adults that attend with their 

mailto:Maloney.jenn@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C45A5AE2FA13-64745308-farmers#/
mailto:ufda_gal@yahoo.com
tel:(240)%20899-8029
mailto:ufda_gal@yahoo.com
mailto:maloney.jenn@gmail.com
mailto:r.kienzle@yahoo.com


 

caregivers. “Saturday Night Alive” events will occur on the following dates from 3:00-5:00pm 

at Lakelands Park Middle School (1200 Main St, Gaithersburg): Nov 21 (Dance Party) 

Volunteers are welcome to help with front desk check-in, AV tech setup/takedown, craft table, 

merchandise sales, or just mingling with participants. This is a chance to see God’s work 

through our hands. (High school students can also earn SSL hours by volunteering.) Contact Ric 

or Sherry Kienzle for questions. We hope you can join us to be a witness of Christ to others! 

 

“Lift Every Step” Shoe Donations - Youth from Wooton High School are collecting new and 

gently used shoes through an organization called, Lift Every Step. This is a student-led 

501(c)(3) non-profit whose mission is to increase access to essential footwear by collecting and 

distributing new and gently used shoes to individuals and families in need throughout the DMV 

area. A donation box is available in the narthex for these donations.  

 

Prince of Peace has started a WhatsApp group to text PoP-related information and 

announcements to members. Please join by clicking this link! Contact Laura Dillon with any 

questions. 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated eyeglasses to the Lions Club. Thanks to your 

generosity, we were able to deliver 64 pairs to the collection center at the Villages of Rockville. 

Your kindness will help bring clearer vision and renewed opportunity to those in need. 

 

Food for Thought: The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures 

forever. . . Isaiah 40:8 

 

Prince of Peace welcomes people as they are and embraces all the dimensions of diversity in 

which God has made us: race, gender identity, sexual orientation, family structure, physical 

ability, and cultural and religious backgrounds, among others. We are all loved by God. 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings 

Revelation 7:9–17; Psalm 34:1–10, 22; 1 John 3:1–3; Matthew 5:1–12 

 

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright  Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22939.  Some song 

lyrics are reprinted under CCLI License # 1427026.   Some hymn texts and tunes are reprinted under One 

License # A-709186.  Some hymn text and tunes are reprinted under permission of New Dawn license 

agreement.  Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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